
 

Agenda Item 5.B.4 
As Amended 

TPO RESOLUTION #35-2020   
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MIAMI-DADE TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING ORGANIZATION LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR 2021 
FEDERAL AND STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS 

 
  

WHEREAS, the Interlocal Agreement creating and establishing the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) for the Miami Urbanized Area requires that the Miami-Dade Transportation Planning Organization (TPO), 
in its role as the MPO, provide a structure to evaluate the adequacy of the transportation planning and programming 
process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Executive Policy Committee (EPC) was established to provide policy direction, 
including legislative matters that impact the TPO program priorities; and 
             

WHEREAS, the voluntary participatory contributions allow the TPO to participate in federal and state 
advocacy activities, which are critical to advance TPO priorities, particularly the implementation of the Strategic 
Miami Area Rapid Transit (SMART) Plan; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the SMART Plan was unanimously adopted by the Governing Board (TPO Resolution #26-

16), to implement mass transit projects throughout Miami-Dade County; and 
 
WHEREAS, under TPO Resolution #42-17, the Governing Board approved a scope of work and budget 

to provide state and federal legislative advocacy services to advance the TPO program priorities, primarily the 
SMART Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the EPC reviewed the attached Legislative Priorities for the 2021 Federal and State 

Legislative sessions and recommended favorably the adoption of same; and  
 
WHEREAS, adoption of the TPO Legislative Priorities will provide the guiding principles for the TPO 

legislative advocacy services and strengthen efforts to advance the TPO program priorities, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION IN ITS ROLE AS THE MPO FOR THE MIAMI 
URBANIZED AREA, that the attached amended Miami-Dade Transportation Planning Organization Legislative 
Priorities for the 2021 Federal and State Legislative sessions, are hereby adopted. 
 
 The adoption of the foregoing resolution was sponsored by the Executive Policy Committee and moved 
by Board Member Rebeca Sosa.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jose “Pepe” Diaz, and upon being 
put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 
    

Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert III -Aye 
Vice Chairman Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. -Aye 

 
Board Member Juan Carlos Bermudez  -Aye        Board Member Steven D. Losner -Aye 

 Board Member Philippe Bien-Aime -Aye        Board Member Roberto Martell -Absent 
 Board Member Daniella Levine Cava -Aye        Board Member Joe A. Martinez -Aye 
 Board Member Oscar De La Rosa -Aye        Board Member Jean Monestime -Aye 

Board Member Jose “Pepe” Diaz -Aye        Board Member Dennis C. Moss -Aye 
 Board Member Audrey M. Edmonson -Aye         Board Member Rebeca Sosa -Aye 

Board Member Perla T. Hantman -Aye         Board Member Javier D. Souto -Aye 
 Board Member Sally A. Heyman  -Aye         Board Member Micky Steinberg -Aye 
 Board Member Eileen Higgins  -Aye         Board Member Francis Suarez -Absent 
 Board Member Barbara J. Jordan -Absent         Board Member Xavier L. Suarez -Absent 
 Board Member Vince Lago  -Aye  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and approved this 22nd day of October 
2020. 

 
 
 

  



 

 
TPO Agenda Item 5.B.4, As Amended 

 
 

TPO LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR THE 2021 
FEDERAL & STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS 

 
 

1. CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19) PANDEMIC RELATED BUDGETARY 
CRISIS 
 
FEDERAL 
• ADVOCATE FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 

AUTHORIZATION 
 

• ADVOCATE FOR INCREASED FLEXIBILITY OF FUNDING THROUGH THE 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING PROGRAM, FEDERAL TRANSIT 
ADMINISTRATION PLANNING FUNDING AND THE STATE PLANNING AND 
RESEARCH PROGRAM 

 
• ADVOCATE FOR FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING RELIEF PACKAGE 

FOR INCREASED COSTS RELATED TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 
STATE 
• ADVOCATE NO NEGATIVE IMPACTS TO STATE TRANSPORTATION TRUST 

FUNDS, SPECIFICALLY PROTECTING ALL ALLOCATIONS FOR TRANSIT 
AND NON-MOTORIZED PROGRAMS 
 

• SUPPORT FULL FUNDING OF THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) WORK PROGRAM AND ADVOCATE FOR 
INCREASED FLEXIBILITY OF FUNDING WITHIN DIFFERENT MODES OF 
TRANSPORTATION 
 

2. STATE AND FEDERAL 
 
A. SMART PLAN FUNDING 

 
a. TPO RESOLUTION #20-2020:  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ANNUAL 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION LIST OF PROGRAM 
PRIORITIES 
 

• North Corridor Priority #1: Fiscal Year 2023-2025: $350 Million (50/50 
State/Local Match) Right-of-Way estimate from FDOT 

• Funding for Miami-Dade County SMART Signals upgrades 
• Funding for all SMART Plan related priorities, including Bus Express Rapid 

Transit (BERT) adopted by the Board on the List of Program Priorities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
b. TPO RESOLUTION #03-2020:  SELECTING THE LOCALLY PREFERRED 

ALTERNATIVE FOR THE BEACH CORRIDOR OF THE SMART PLAN AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE BEACH CORRIDOR PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
AND ENVIRONMENT (PD&E) STUDY: 
 

• For the Beach Corridor Trunkline, which extends from the existing Downtown 
Metromover Omni Extension along MacArthur Causeway to 5th Street near 
Washington Avenue, the selected technology is elevated rubber tire vehicles 

• For the Miami Design District Extension, the selected technology is an 
extension of the existing Metromover in the median of Miami Avenue to NW 
41st Street in the Design District 

• For the Miami Beach Convention Center Extension, the selected technology is 
dedicated lanes for bus/trolleys along Washington Avenue 

 
c. TPO RESOLUTION #55-19:  SELECTING ELEVATED HEAVY RAIL AS THE 

PREFERRED TRANSIT TECHNOLOGY FOR THE NORTH CORRIDOR OF THE 
SMART PLAN 

 
• Adopting the funding and finance plan to implement the North Corridor that 

assumes the following: 
o Capital Funding – Federal 40% to 50%, State 25% to 30%, Local 

25% to 30%  
o Operations and Maintenance (O&M) and State of Good Repair Local 

100% 
• Urging the Florida Department of Transportation and Miami-Dade County 

to fund the North Corridor Right-of-Way acquisition in future Fiscal Years 
2021-2023, at a 50/50 state/local funding partnership, to be expended after 
notice of funding commitment from federal and state funding partners 

 
d. TPO RESOLUTION #53-19: ADOPTING AS A LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY AND 

URGING THE STATE TO SHIFT A PORTION OF TRANSPORTATION FUNDS 
ALLOCATED FOR USE IN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY TO INCLUDE THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF THE STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA RAPID TRANSIT PLAN 

 
e. TPO RESOLUTION #60-17:  URGING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE AND 

THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) TO PROVIDE 
A FIFTY PERCENT (50%) FUNDING MATCH FOR EACH PHASE OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH DADE 
TRANSITWAY CORRIDORS OF THE STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA RAPID 
TRANSIT (SMART) PLAN AND TO INCLUDE SUCH FUNDING IN THE 
APPROPRIATE CURRENT AND FUTURE FDOT FIVE-YEAR WORK 
PROGRAMS 

 
f. TPO RESOLUTION #10-17: URGING THE FEDERAL TRANSIT 

ADMINISTRATION TO DESIGNATE THE STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA RAPID 
TRANSIT (SMART) PLAN AS A PROGRAM OF INTERRELATED PROJECTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

B. NON-MOTORIZED  
 

1. ADVOCATE FOR SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM FUNDING 
CONSISTENT WITH PRIOR YEARS 
 

2. ADVOCATE FOR INCREASED STATE FUNDING FOR THE FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SHARED-USE-NON-MOTORIZED 
(SUN) TRAIL NETWORK AND FEDERAL FUNDING FOR THE SMART 
TRAILS PROGRAM 

 
3. TPO RESOLUTION 19-2020:  SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION OF THE 

COMMODORE TRAIL, RICKENBACKER TRAIL  AND OLD CUTLER TRAIL 
CORRIDORS AS LAND TRAIL PRIORITIES IN THE FLORIDA GREENWAYS AND 
TRAILS SYSTEM TO ENHANCE THEIR FUNDING ELIGIBILITY UNDER STATE 
PROGRAMS, SUCH AS THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION’S 
SUN TRIAL PROGRAM  

 
2. STATE 

 
A. FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE ENTERPRISE  

 
a. TPO RESOLUTION #26-19:  AMENDING THE STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA RAPID 

TRANSIT (SMART) PLAN TO EXTEND THE LIMITS OF BUS EXPRESS RAPID 
TRANSIT (BERT) NETWORK CORRIDOR, IDENTIFIED AS FLORIDA’S 
TURNPIKE EXPRESS (NORTH), TO CONNECT TO THE NORTH CORRIDOR, 
AND URGING FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE ENTERPRISE TO ASSUME FULL 
FUNDING FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THIS BERT 
CORRIDOR 
 

b. TPO RESOLUTION #49-17:  URGING THE STATE OF FLORIDA TO REVISE 
FLORIDA STATUTES AND UPDATE POLICIES TO PROVIDE FOR THE USE OF 
TOLL REVENUES COLLECTED BY FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE ENTERPRISE 
SYSTEM FOR EXPRESS BUS SERVICE OPERATIONS ON THE TURNPIKE 
SYSTEM EXPRESS LANES TO HELP RELIEVE CONGESTION  
 

c. TPO RESOLUTION #23-17:  AMENDING THE STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA RAPID 
TRANSIT (SMART) PLAN TO EXTEND THE LIMITS OF BUS EXPRESS RAPID 
TRANSIT (BERT) NETWORK CORRIDOR IDENTIFIED AS FLORIDA’S 
TURNPIKE EXPRESS (NORTH) AND URGING FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE TO 
SUPPORT FUNDING FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE BERT 
NETWORK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
B. STRATEGIC INTERMODAL SYSTEM (SIS)  
 

a. TPO RESOLUTION #50-19:  RESOLUTION URGING THE FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) IF IT PROPOSES TO REMOVE 
FUNDING COMMITTED IN THE ADOPTED FDOT WORK PROGRAM FOR 
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE GOLDEN GLADES INTERCHANGE (GGI) 
AND STATE ROAD 826/PALMETTO EXPRESSWAY EAST/WEST PROJECTS 
TO ALLOCATE SAID FUNDS TO THE NORTHERN QUADRANT OF MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY, SPECIFICALLY THE NORTH CORRIDOR OF THE 
STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA RAPID TRANSIT (SMART) PLAN 
 

b. TPO RESOLUTION #49-19: URGING THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) TO INCLUDE THE NORTH CORRIDOR OF THE 
STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA RAPID TRANSIT (SMART) PLAN AS PART OF 
THE STATE STRATEGIC INTERMODAL SYSTEM 

 
c. TPO RESOLUTION #30-16:  URGING THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) TO INCLUDE THE STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA 
RAPID TRANSIT (SMART) PLAN AS PART OF THE STATE STRATEGIC 
INTERMODAL SYSTEM  

 
d. TPO RESOLUTION #48-17:  URGING THE STATE OF FLORIDA TO REVISE 

FLORIDA STATUTES AND UPDATE POLICIES TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
INCLUSION OF FIXED PUBLIC TRANSIT SYSTEMS AS A COMPONENT OF 
THE STATE STRATEGIC INTERMODAL SYSTEM THAT INCLUDES 
RIDERSHIP OVER 20,000 PER DAY IN A COUNTY THAT THE FIXED PUBLIC 
TRANSIT SYSTEM CONNECTS MULTIPLE EXISTING OR PLANNED HUBS 
AND HELPS RELIEVE CONGESTION FACILITATING THE MOVEMENT OF 
PEOPLE AND GOODS ON EXISTING STRATEGIC INTERMODAL SYSTEMS 

 
3. MISCELLANEOUS  

 
TPO RESOLUTION #15-19:  REAFFIRMING OPPOSITION TO ANY STATE 
LEGISLATION THAT WOULD RESTRUCTURE THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE MIAMI-
DADE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION  
 

 






























































