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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for Avocado Elementary School were developed based on guidelines 
contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the Miami-Dade 
MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in developing safe 
routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The philosophical approach to the application of this project was to focus 
on providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred, as were those that were major 
corridors connecting residential areas and the school. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   
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3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: Avocado Elementary School 
Address: 16969 294th Street, Homestead, Florida  33030  
Enrollment: --- students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride = 5% 
• Private Car/ Buses = 95% 
 

 
Avocado Elementary School, Site and Location Maps 
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4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
 Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and, if available, each PTA chairperson to further explain the study and 
determine how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed 
throughout PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member 
in the district and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when 
possible met with to explain the project.   
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SAMPLE LETTER: 
Patrick Doyle 
Principal  
Avocado Elementary School 
16969 SW 294TH St 
HOMESTEAD, FL 33030 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Doyle, 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida 
Department of Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes 
to School” study for several schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project 
team available to you to answer any questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you 
and subsequently the PTA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the 
identification of a safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend 
infrastructure improvements and cost estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, 
reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal 
and PTSA to survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to 
school.  It stems from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid 
highway funds to State governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public 
Schools, the Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of 
Miami Miller School Of Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team 
(MDCPS CTST) for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local 
municipal police and municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each 
school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for 
includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation 
and modified as necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify 
preliminary safe routes.  If deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route 
and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the 
State will be prepared for each school so that the improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a 
meeting at your convenience.   
Sincerely, 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
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5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004 Overall in the five 
year analysis period there have been 3 injuries and no fatalities due to crashes in the area.  Of 
the five years analyzed crashes only occurred in 2001 and 2003 Only one crash occurred in 
close proximity to the school.  All fatalities have occurred at intersections.  The following 
tables and map detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, the Principal and the PTA chairperson.  The main goal was to explain the project, its 
process, the intended results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the 
parents, students and teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was discussed 
which could be distributed by the School PTA to the children, to be filled out by the parents 
and returned to the teacher, should the project be funded.  Below is a sample survey form. 
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In  a n  effort to  im p rove studen t sa fety  in  a n d  a roun d  o ur sch ools , the M ia m i-D a de C oun ty  M etrop olita n  
P la n n in g  O rg a n iza tion , in  co lla b ora tion  w ith  M ia m i-D a d e C ou n ty  P ub lic  S ch ools a n d  other g overn m en ta l 
a g en cies, is lo okin g  for  w a y s to  red u ce th e a m oun t a n d  speed  of ca rs, im prov e w a lk in g  a n d  b icyclin g  
cond itions a n d  en courag e en forcem en t an d  sa fety  ed u catio n  progra m s. P lea se h elp  us by  provid in g  y our  
op in ion s to  th e follow in g  q uestion s. 
 
1. W ha t g ra de is your ch ild  in ? _ _ _  
 
2 . A pproxim a te ly  h ow  fa r does y our child  tra vel to  sch ool? 
_ _  ½  m ile  or  less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile _ _  b etw een  1 to  2  m iles _ _  over 2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  d o es y o ur child  u sually  travel to  a n d  from  schoo l: (put a  ch eck  in  th e a p propriate  box) 
A rriva l D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icycle 
c. ca r  
d . scho ol b u s 
e. priva te b us 
f. city  b us 
g . other (p lea se exp la in )_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W hich  of the fo llow in g  fa ctors w ould  in flu en ce your d ecision  to  a llow  y our child  to  w a lk  or b icycle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S(Y ) or N O (N ). 
a . Schoo ls p ro vided  w a lkin g  a n d b icy clin g  rou te m a p s to  pa ren ts a n d  stud en ts. Y  N  
b . A d d itio n a l crossin g  g u a rd s w ere p rovid ed  a t b usy  in tersection s. Y  N  
c. T h ere w ere  con tin u ou s sid ew a lk s or  b ike pa ths from  m y n eig hb orh ood  to  th e sch o ol. Y  N  
d. B icycle/p edestrian  pa thw a y s sep a ra ted  from  tra ffic. Y  N  
e. T h ere w ere few er ca rs a rou n d w here ch ildren  a re w a lk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. Speed  lim its w ere str ictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zon es. Y  N  
g . S choo l sp eed  zon es w ere m a rk ed  w ith  fla shin g  sig n a ls. Y  N  
h. T here w a s b etter  street lig h tin g  a lo n g  routes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter  p resen ce of p olice o fficers a n d  sa fety  m o n itors a lon g  sa fe routes. Y  N  
j. D esig n a ted  sa fe  route s ig n s a lon g  sa fe route pa th s a t child ren ’s eye lev el. Y  N  
k. T here w ere pa in ted  footstep s desig n a tin g  sa fe rou tes a lo n g  sid ew a lk s. Y  N  
 
5. P lea se iden tify  sp ec ific  sa fety  prob lem s of co n cern  to  y ou  in  y our n eig hb orhood or  a rou n d your ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b roken  sid ew a lk s, da n g erous street crossin g s, cr im e a rea s, ra ilroa d  crossin g , h ig h-sp eed  
vehic les) a n d  in d ica te  their  loca tion s. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 . P lea se w rite d ow n  a n y  a ddition a l fa ctors th a t m ig ht in flu en ce yo u r decision  to  let you r child  w a lk  or  
b icycle to  sch oo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T ha n k you  for y our pa rticip a tion . P lea se return  th is  survey  to  your ch ild ’s tea ch er.  
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6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The Avocado Elementary School boundary is completely within the 2-mile radius of the 
school.  The school sits in the center of a irregularly shaped attendance area bound on the 
north by 280th Street, on the west by 182nd Ave and 180th Ave, on the South by 308th St and 
312th St.  The eastern boundary is generally US-1.  One area extends east of US-1; it is 
roughly a square between US-1 on the west, 312th St on the South, 162nd Ave on the east, and 
304th St on the north. 
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6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is primarily low density Single Family Residential and 
Agricultural.  Immediately surrounding the school are large tracks of Institutional, 
Agricultural and Vacant land.  Some of this land is currently being developed into single 
family homes.  It is the conversion of land from agriculture to residential which will be 
creating more pedestrian, vehicular conflicts.  Crashes can be expected to increase due to the 
lack of adequate pedestrian facilities in the area.   
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Roads in the area are predominantly local streets, with 
low speed limits.  They are generally rural in nature.  Where the rural character of the road, 
meets the more urban or suburban character of the coming development, conflicts occur.  This 
is seen in the predominance of crashes along West Dixie Highway and 167th Avenue.  It is an 
underlying factor that stresses the importance of the Safe Routes to School program. 
 

 
 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for Avocado Elementary School were conducted in December, 2007.  The 
primary deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing 
sidewalks, missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting 
the crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.  The area surrounding 
Avocado Elementary School is currently developing.  Site conditions will change with 
frequency.  Sporadic new construction is intermingled with active farm fields.   
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6.5.1 Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
There are few traffic lights in the immediate area, yet at the main entrance to the school at 
296th Street there are three signals which protect pedestrians and bicyclists.  Most other 
signals are on the section-line and half-section line roads particularly along US-1 and 312th St.  
About 26 signals are currently located within the attendance boundary.  The roadway facilities 
function as more rural than urban, due to the nature of the land and its geographic location.  
As such pedestrian facilities are sporadic in location.  Often there are gaps in the 
infrastructure, making it seemingly difficult to access the school on foot or bicycle.  As 
development occurs, which appears to be rapidly, these pedestrian facilities are being 
incorporated into the built environment. 
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS  
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for Avocado Elementary School. The map in the next 
section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway and traffic 
improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
 

Table  7:
Avocado Elementary School 
Opinion of Probable Costs

Road Segment Recommended Improvements Length (ft) Unit Cost Unit Total

Install sidewalk along 294th Street - north side 120 sy 0
Install  sidewalk along 294th Street - south side 120 sy 0
Install painted crosswalk at 168th Avenue - all legs 160 ft 0
Install painted east/west and north/south crosswalk at 292nd Street - south side, west side 42 ft 0
Install sidewalk between 292nd Street and 288th Street - west side 1300 sy 0
Install painted crosswalks at 288th Street intersection - all sides 160 ft 0
Install  sidewalk  between 294th Street and 296th Street - east side 610 sy 0
Install  sidewalk along 292nd Street - north side 600 sy 0
Install  sidewalk along 292nd Street - south side 600 sy 0
Install sidewalk along 170th Avenue - west side 1306 sy 0
Install sidewalk along 170th Avenue - east side 1306 sy 0
Install painted east/west crosswalk at 294th Street - north side 40 ft 0
Install painted east/west and north/south crosswalk at 292th Street - north side, south side 80 ft 0
Install sidewalk between 296th Street and 304th Street -  west side 2610 sy 0
Install painted crosswalks at all intersections between 296th Street and 304th Street - east s 200 ft 0
Install 8' sidewalk extensions at 302 St, 301 St, 300 St, and 299th St - east side 64 sy 0
Install sidewalk in missing gap between 301st Street and 302nd Street - east side 50 sy 0
Install sidewalk at the north end of block between 304th Street and 305th Street 100 sy 0
Install sidewalk on south side of 288th Avenue between 169th Avenue and 167thAveneu 1290 sy 0
Install sidewalk on north side of 288th Street east of canal 30 sy 0
Install sidewalk on south side of 288th Street between 169th Avenue and 172nd Avenue 1314 sy 0
Install sidewalk on south side of 288th Street between 162nd Avenue and 163rd Avenue 1250 sy 0
Install painted crosswalks at intersection of 288th Street and 162nd Avenue - all sides 160 ft 0
Install painted crosswalks at intersection of 288th Street and 163rd Avenue - all sides 160 ft 0
Install sidewalk on 172nd Avenue, between 285th Street and 288th Street - west side 961 sy 0
Install painted crosswalks at  288th Street  intersection - north and west sides 80 ft 0
Install sidewalk between 284th Street and Canal - west side 645 sy 0
Install  sidewalk between 288th Street and 296th Street - west side 2600 sy 0
install sidewalk between 296th Street and 304th Street - east side and west side 5040 sy 0
Install sidewalk on north side of 284th Street 395 sy 0
Install painted crosswalk at 172nd Avenue intersection  - west side 40 ft 0
Install sidewalk  between 172nd Avenue and Krome Avenue - north side 2670 sy 0
Install painted crosswalks at 167th Avenue - north side and south side 122 ft 0
Install sidewalk between 167th Avenue and 168th Avenue - south side 580 sy 0
Install sidewalk between 168th Avenue and 169th Avenue - south side 626 sy 0
Install painted crosswalk at 167th Avenue - all sides 384 ft 0
Install painted crosswalk at 168th Avenue - south side 134 ft 0
Install painted crosswalk at 168th Court - south side 86 ft 0
Install painted crosswalk at 169th Court - south side 100 ft 0

Preliminary Costs 0
Contingency  (20%)
Mobilization (10)
Maintenance of Traffic (10%)
Opinion of Total Costs

294th Street [ From 167th Avenue to 170th Avenue]

169th Avenue [ 296th Street to 288th Street]

292nd Street     [ From 169th Avenue to 170th Avenue ]  

170th Avenue  [ From 292nd Street to 305th Street]

288th Street  [ From 172nd Street to West Dixie Highway ]

172nd Avenue [ From 304th Street to Canal]

284th Street [ From 172nd Avenue to 173rd Avenue ]

296th Street  [ From Old Dixie Highway  to Krome Avenue ]
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8.0 SAFE ROUTE MAP 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for Campbell Drive Elementary School were developed based on 
guidelines contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the 
Miami-Dade MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in 
developing safe routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The approach to the report and application of this project was to focus on 
providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   
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3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: Campbell Drive Elementary School 
Address: 15790 SW 307th Street, Homestead, Florida 33033 
Enrollment: --- students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride =  
• Private Car =  
• Buses =  
 

 
Campbell Drive Elementary School, Site and Location Maps 
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4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and if appropriate, PTA chairperson to further explain the study and determine 
how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed throughout 
PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member in the district 
and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when possible met 
with to explain the project.   
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SAMPLE LETTER: 
Ana Othon 
Principal  
Campbell Drive Elementary School 
16969 SW 294th St 
Homestead, FL 33030 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Othon, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes to School” study for several 
schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project team available to you to answer any 
questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you and subsequently the PTSA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the identification of a 
safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend infrastructure improvements and cost 
estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental 
considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal and PTSA to 
survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to school.  It stems 
from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid highway funds to State 
governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public Schools, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of Miami Miller School Of 
Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team (MDCPS CTST) 
for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local municipal police and 
municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

 
The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation and modified as 
necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify preliminary safe routes.  If 
deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates 
for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the State will be prepared for each school so that the 
improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a meeting at your 
convenience. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
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5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004.  Six crashes have 
occurred in the attendance boundary of the past several years.  Two of these have been 
fatalities.  Nearly half of the crashes occurred along US-1 or West Dixie Highway.  All but 
one crash occurred on a major thorofare.  Each of the two fatalities occurred along US-1.    
Only one crash occurred on a neighborhood street.  In 2002 there was a high of 2 crashes 
including one fatality in the area.  The following table and map detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
 
 

From To Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries
73864748 29609 SW 162ND AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
70708469 9281993 SW 158TH AVE  &  SW 158TH RD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
70561336 5021995 SW 304TH ST  &  SW 160TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
72053049 10021955 SW 152ND AVE  &  SW 296TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72126819 S DIXIE HWY  &   LUCY ST 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
596520930 S HOMESTEAD BLVD  &  E MOWRY DR 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
596534060 9271999 237 SE 12TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
581422800 1271998 15261 SW 302rd ST 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 2 4

Total
Juveniles Juveniles Juveniles Juveniles

2001 2002 2003 2004

TOTAL

Campbell Elementary

Case Number Pedestrian 
Date of Birth Road Name Segment 2000

Juveniles
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, and the Principal.  The main goal was to explain the project, its process, the intended 
results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the parents, students and 
teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was distributed by the School PTA 
to the children, to be filled out by the parents and returned to the teacher.  Below is a sample 
survey form. 

 
In  a n  effort to  im prove stu den t sa fety  in  an d arou nd  o u r sch ools , the M iam i-D a d e C oun ty  M etrop olita n  
P la nning  O rga nization , in  co llab ora tion  w ith  M ia m i-D a de C ou nty  P u b lic  Sch ools an d  other  g overn m enta l 
a gen cies, is lo oking  for w ay s to  red uce th e a m ou nt a nd  speed  of ca rs, im p rov e w a lk ing  a n d b icy clin g  
cond itions a nd  en cou rag e enforcem ent an d sa fety  ed ucatio n  p rog ra m s. P lea se h elp  u s b y  providing  y ou r  
op in ions to  the  fo llow in g qu estion s. 
 
1. W ha t grad e is you r ch ild  in ? _ _ _  
 
2 . A pp roxim a tely  how  fa r does y ou r ch ild  tra vel to  sch ool?  
_ _  ½  m ile  or less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile _ _  b etw een  1 to  2  m iles _ _  over 2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  d o es yo ur  ch ild  u sua lly  travel to  a nd  from  schoo l: (p ut a  check  in  the a pprop riate  b ox) 
A rrival D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icy cle 
c . ca r 
d . scho ol bu s 
e. priva te b u s 
f. city  b us 
g . other (p lease exp la in)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W hich  of the fo llow in g facto rs w ou ld  in flu enc e y ou r d ecision  to  a llow  y ou r child  to  w a lk  or b icycle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S (Y ) or N O (N ). 
a . S choo ls p ro vided  w a lk ing  a n d b icyclin g  rou te m ap s to  pa rents a nd  stud ents. Y  N  
b . A dd itio na l crossing  g u ard s w ere p rovid ed at bu sy in tersections. Y  N  
c. T here w ere continuou s sid ew alks or  b ike pa ths from  m y neighb orhood  to  th e school. Y  N  
d . B icy cle/ped estria n  pa thw a y s sepa rated  from  tra ffic. Y  N  
e. T h ere w ere few er ca rs a rou n d w here children  a re w alk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. Speed  lim its w ere strictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zones. Y  N  
g . Schoo l sp eed  zon es w ere m ark ed w ith  fla shin g  sign als. Y  N  
h. T here  w as better  street ligh ting  a lo n g rou tes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter p resence of p olice officers a nd  safety  m o nitors a long  safe  rou tes. Y  N  
j. D esig n ated  sa fe  route sign s a lon g safe rou te path s at ch ild ren ’s eye lev el. Y  N  
k. T here w ere p a inted  footstep s design ating  safe rou tes a lo n g  sidew a lks. Y  N  
 
5. P lease id entify  specific  safety  p rob lem s of co n cern  to  y ou  in  y our neig hb orhood  or a rou n d y our  ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b rok en  sid ew a lks, d ang erou s street crossing s, cr im e areas, ra ilroa d crossin g, h igh-sp eed  
vehic les) an d ind ica te their  loca tion s. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 . P lea se w rite d ow n an y ad d itiona l fa ctors tha t m ight in flu ence y o ur decision  to  let y ou r child  w alk  or 
b icy cle to  schoo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T ha nk you  for y ou r p a rticip ation . P lease retu rn  th is  su rvey  to  your ch ild ’s tea ch er.  
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6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The Campbell Drive Elementary School boundary is a sprawling boundary spilling well 
outside the 2-mile radius of the school, particularly to the south and east of the school where 
little or no development is or expected in coming years.  The school sits in the center of an 
irregularly shaped attendance area bound on the north by 296th Street, on the west by US-1 
and 18th Ave.  In the schools urbanize portion it is bounded to the south by Palm Drive and to 
the east by 137th Avenue / 320th Street / 152nd Avenue and the Turnpike.  Outside of the 
urbanized are of the attendance boundary the bounded by Card Sound and Biscayne Bay.   
About half of the area within the two mile radius extends east of Florida’s Turnpike.  No safe 
routes have been planned that cross the Turnpike.  It is suggested that the bus service be 
implemented to that area, due to the dangers of suggesting children walk or bike on the 
facilities that cross the turnpike.   
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6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is primarily low density Single Family Residential and 
Agricultural.  Immediately surrounding the school are large tracks of Agricultural and Vacant 
land.  The area to the south is quickly developing, creating a clash between rural, and 
suburban uses.  The preponderance of automobile traffic particularly to the south of the area 
often makes it hazardous for pedestrians or bicycles.  It can be expected that future crashes 
begin to spread into the areas in the neighborhoods east of US-1 and west of the Turnpike as 
the development continues.     
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Safe Routes in the area have been planned on 
predominantly local streets, with low speed limits.  The transportation network in the area is 
characterized as an interrupted grid, with major corridors on Section Line and Half-Section 
Line Roads, which move through the community in both north/south and east/west directions.  
Where the undeveloped character of the road, meets the more concentrated traffic urban or 
suburban character of the development, conflicts occur.  This is seen in the predominance of 
crashes along the Section Line Roads.  It is an underlying factor that stresses the importance 
of the Safe Routes to School program. 
 

 
 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for Campbell Drive Elementary School were conducted in January, 2008.  The 
primary deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing 
sidewalks, missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting 
the crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.   
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6.5.1 Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
There are multiple traffic lights in the immediate area, particularly along the major roads and 
at the entrance of the school on 157th Avenue.  Most other signals are on the section-line and 
half-section line roads particularly along US-1 and 312th St.  About 16 signals are currently 
located within the attendance boundary.  The roadway facilities function as urban, due to the 
nature of the land and its geographic location between US-1 and the Turnpike.  Pedestrian 
facilities  exist in the more recently constructed areas. They are generally lacking in the 
residential neighborhoods.   
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS  
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for Campbell Drive Elementary School. The map in the 
next section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway and 
traffic improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
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From To
157th Avenue 312 St 296 St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 306 St intersection (East  side-86') 86 LF 300.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 304 Ter intersection (West side-80') 80 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 304 St intersection (East Side - 80', West side-76') 156 LF 500.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 303 Ter intersection (West Side 40') 40 LF 150.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 302 Ter intersection ( West side-44'') 44 LF 150.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 302 St intersection (East Side - 68', West side-46') 112 LF 350.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 300 St intersection (East  side-58') 58 LF 200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 299 St intersection (East  side-80') 80 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 297 Ter intersection (East Side - 68', West side-68') 136 LF 450.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 297 St intersection (East Side - 60', West side-66') 126 LF 400.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 157 Ave / 296 St intersection (East Side - 80', West side-92') 172 LF 550.00
Install Pedestrian Crossing Sign at intersection of 299 Street and 157 Ave 2 AS 850.00

312th Street Fla Tpk 157 Ave No Improvements Necessary -- -- --
304th Street 296 St 159 St No Improvements Necessary -- -- --
159th Avenue 296 St 304 St Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 159 Ave / 297 St (NE -26', SE - 18',) 42 LF 3,350.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across the 159 Ave / 297 St intersection (East Side - 80') 80 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 159 Ave / 299 Ter intersection (East Side - 44') 44 LF 150.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 159 Ave / 300 Ter intersection (East Side - 70') 70 LF 250.00

158th Avenue 304 St School Ent Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 158 Ave / 304 Ter (NE - 10', NW - 10', SW -10', SE - 8',) 38 LF 3,050.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 158 Ave / 305 Ter (NW - 10',  SW - 8',) 18 LF 1,450.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 158 Ave / 306 Ter (NE - 10',  SE - 10',) 20 LF 1,600.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 159 Ave / 304 Ter intersection (East Side - 70', West side - 62') 132 LF 400.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 159 Ave / 305 Ter intersection (West side - 82') 82 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 159 Ave / 306 Ter intersection (East side - 80') 80 LF 250.00

306th Street 157 Ave 156 Ave Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 156 Ave /  306 St (NE - 10', NW - 9', SW -9', SE - 8',) 36 LF 2,900.00
156th Avenue 306 St 308 St Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 156 Ave /  307 St (NE - 9', SE - 11',) 20 LF 1,600.00
308th Street 156 Ave 152 Pl Install Painted Crosswalk across the 308 St / 155 Ct intersection (North side-92) 92 LF 300.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 308 St / 155 Ct (NE - 9', SE - 10', NW - 9', SW - 10') 38 LF 3,050.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 308 St / 154 Av (NE - 7',  NW - 10') 17 LF 1,350.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 308 St / 153 Ct (NE - 10') 10 LF 800.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 308 St / 152 Pl (NE - 9', NW - 6') 15 LF 1,200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 308 St / 154 Av intersection (North side-114) 114 LF 350.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 308 St / 153 Ct intersection (North side-60) 80 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 308 St / 152 Pl intersection (North side-88') 88 LF 300.00

152nd Place 308 St 307St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 152 Pl / 307 Av intersection (North Side - 84', South side - 70, 
East side - 76', West side - 76'') 306 LF 950.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 152 Pl / 307 Av (NE - 8', SE - 10', SW - 10') 28 LF 2,250.00
307th Street 152 Pl School Ent Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 307 St / 152 Ct (NE - 7',NW - 9') 16 LF 1,300.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across the  307 St / 152 Ct (North Side -84') 84 LF 250.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 307 St / 152 Av (NE - 16 ',NW - 7', SEt - 12', SW - 33') 68 LF 5,400.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the  307 St / 152 Av (North Side -76', South side - 92', East side - 
86', West side - 90') 344 LF 1,050.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 307 St / 151 Ct (SE - 9', SW - 8') 17 LF 1,350.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the  307 St / 151 Ct (South Side -84') 84 LF 250.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 307 St / 150 Av (SE - 10', SW - 9') 19 LF 1,550.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the  307 St / 150 Av (South Side -72') 72 LF 250.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 307 St / 149 Pl (SE - 10', SW - 9') 19 LF 1,550.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the  307 St / 149 Pl (South Side -50') 50 LF 150.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 307 St / 149 Av (NE - 15', NW - 9') 24 LF 1,950.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 307 St / 149 Ct (SE - 15', SW - 9') 24 LF 1,950.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the  307 St / 149 Ct (South Side -44') 44 LF 150.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 307 St / 148 Pl (SE - 14', SW - 11') 25 LF 2,000.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the  307 St / 148 Pl (South Side -76') 76 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the  307 Rd  (148 Ct) / 305 Ter (South Side -80'') 80 LF 250.00

50,350.00
10,070.00
5,035.00
5,035.00

70,490.00

Note:
1. All sidewalk widths are 6 feet wide unless stated otherwise.
2. Abbreviations:

Qty = Quantity

AS = Assembly

LF = Linear 
Feet

Opinion of Total Costs

Preliminary Costs
Contingency  (20%)
Mobilization (10%)
Maintenance of Traffic (10%)

Table  7:
Campbell Drive Elementary School 

Opinion of Probable Costs
Unit CostRoad 

Segment
Recommended Improvement Qty
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8.0 SAFE ROUTE MAP 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for Chapman Elementary School were developed based on guidelines 
contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the Miami-Dade 
MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in developing safe 
routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The approach to the report and application of this project was to focus on 
providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   
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3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: Chapman Elementary School 
Address: 27190 SW 140 Avenue, Homestead, Florida 33032 
Enrollment: --- students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride =  
• Private Car =  
• Buses =  
 

 
Chapman Elementary School, Site and Location Maps 
 



 

5 

4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and if appropriate, PTA chairperson to further explain the study and determine 
how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed throughout 
PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member in the district 
and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when possible met 
with to explain the project.   
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SAMPLE LETTER: 
Carzell Morris 
Principal  
Chapman Elementary School 
27190 SW 140 Ave 
Homestead, FL 33032 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Morris, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes to School” study for several 
schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project team available to you to answer any 
questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you and subsequently the PTSA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the identification of a 
safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend infrastructure improvements and cost 
estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental 
considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal and PTSA to 
survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to school.  It stems 
from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid highway funds to State 
governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public Schools, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of Miami Miller School Of 
Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team (MDCPS CTST) 
for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local municipal police and 
municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

 
The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation and modified as 
necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify preliminary safe routes.  If 
deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates 
for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the State will be prepared for each school so that the 
improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a meeting at your 
convenience. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
 

 
 
 



 

7 

5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004.  Eight crashes 
involving juveniles have occurred in the attendance boundary of the past several years.  The 
bulk of these crashes occurred along major corridors, including US-1, 280th Street and 268th 
Street.  Only two crashes occurred on neighborhood streets.  In 2002 there was a high of 3 
injuries and no fatalities in the area.  In 2003 there was one crash.  The following tables and 
map detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
 
 

Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries
70325516 11101998 14130 SW 282ND ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72130844 8221991 SW 314TH ST  &  SW 134TH WAY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
70500768 SW 268TH ST  &  SW 137TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
70708425 SW 268TH ST  &  SW 137TH CT 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
72051854 14500 SW 280TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
72052156 SW 268TH ST  &  SW 137TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
585584960 1211992 14500 SW 280TH ST 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
612995820 6241994 14850 SW 280TH ST 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
515713920 4151994 26914 SW 135th AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
580145710 11291996 SW 320th ST  &  SW 94th AVE 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

0 2 0 2 0 3 0 1 0 8

Total2001 2002 2003
Juveniles Juveniles Juveniles

Chapman Elementary

Case Number Pedestrian 
Date of Birth Road Name

2000
Juveniles
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, and the Principal.  The main goal was to explain the project, its process, the intended 
results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the parents, students and 
teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was distributed by the School PTA 
to the children, to be filled out by the parents and returned to the teacher.  Below is a sample 
survey form. 

 
In  an  effort to  im prove stu d en t sa fety  in  a n d  arou nd  o ur sch ools, the M ia m i-D ad e C ou nty  M etropolita n  
P lan n ing  O rga nization , in  co llab ora tion  w ith  M ia m i-D ad e C ou nty  P u blic  Sch ools a nd  other g overn m en ta l 
a gen cies, is lo okin g  for  w ay s to  redu ce th e a m oun t a nd  speed  of ca rs, im prov e w a lk in g  a n d  b icy cling  
cond ition s a n d encou ra g e enforcem ent an d sa fety  ed u ca tio n  p rogra m s. P lea se h elp  u s b y  provid in g  y ou r  
op in ions to  the  fo llow ing  qu estions. 
 
1. W ha t g rad e is y ou r ch ild  in ?  _ _ _  
 
2 . A pproxim a tely  h ow  fa r d oes y ou r ch ild  tra vel to  sch ool? 
_ _  ½  m ile  or less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile _ _  b etw een 1 to  2  m iles _ _  over  2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  do es y ou r ch ild  u sua lly  travel to  a n d from  schoo l: (pu t a  check  in  the a ppropria te  b ox) 
A rriva l D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icy cle 
c. ca r 
d . scho ol bu s 
e. private b u s 
f. city  bu s 
g . other  (p lease exp lain)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W hich  of the fo llow in g fa cto rs w ould  influ ence y ou r d ec ision  to  a llow  y our ch ild  to  w a lk  or b icy cle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S(Y ) or N O (N ). 
a . S choo ls p ro vid ed  w a lk in g  a nd  b icycling  rou te m a ps to  p a ren ts a nd  stu d en ts. Y  N  
b . A d dition a l crossin g  g u ard s w ere provid ed  at b usy  intersections. Y  N  
c. T here w ere  contin uou s sid ew a lks or  b ike paths from  m y  n eighb orhood  to  th e scho ol. Y  N  
d . B icy cle/p ed estria n  p a thw a y s sep a ra ted  from  tra ffic. Y  N  
e. T h ere w ere few er ca rs arou n d  w here ch ild ren  are w alk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. S p eed  lim its w ere str ictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zon es. Y  N  
g . Schoo l sp eed  zon es w ere m a rked  w ith  flashin g  sign als. Y  N  
h. T here w a s better  street lig h ting  a lo ng  rou tes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter  presen ce of p olice officers an d sa fety  m on itors a lon g  sa fe rou tes. Y  N  
j. D esig n ated  sa fe  route s ign s a long  safe rou te path s at child ren ’s ey e lev el. Y  N  
k. T here w ere p a inted  footstep s d esign a ting  safe rou tes a lo n g  sid ew alks. Y  N  
 
5. P lease id en tify  specific sa fety  prob lem s of co ncern  to  y ou  in  y our neig hb orhood or  arou n d  y ou r ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b roken  sid ew a lks, d a ng erou s street crossin g s, crim e areas, ra ilroa d  crossin g, h ig h-sp eed  
vehicles) an d  in d icate  their  loca tion s. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 . P lea se w rite d ow n a ny  ad d ition al fa ctors tha t m ight in flu ence y o u r d ecision  to  let y our child  w alk  or 
b icy cle to  schoo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T ha nk  y ou  for  y our pa rticipa tion. P lease retu rn  th is  su rvey  to  y our child ’s tea ch er.  
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6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The Chapman Elementary School boundary is a sprawling boundary spilling well outside the 
2-mile radius of the school, particularly to the south and east of the school where little or no 
development is or expected in coming years.  The school sits in the center of an attendance 
area bound on the north by 268th Street.  The western boundary jogs south from 268th Street 
south, along US-1, east along 280th Street and south again along the canal east of 142nd 
Avenue, east along 288th Street and south along 137th Avenue to 320th Street, where it 
continues west to Biscayne Bay.  In the schools urbanized portion it is bounded generally by 
268th Street, US-1, 280th Street and the Turnpike.  More than half of the area within the two 
mile radius extends east of Florida’s Turnpike.  No safe routes have been planned that cross 
the Turnpike.  It is suggested that the bus service be implemented to that area, due to the 
dangers of suggesting children walk or bike on the facilities that cross the turnpike.   
 

 
 
 



 

11 

6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is primarily low to moderate density Residential, in older 
neighborhoods and very new neighborhoods.  The newer neighborhoods are well equipped 
with pedestrian amenities.  The older neighborhoods have sporadic facilities.   
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Safe Routes in the area have been planned on 
predominantly local streets, with low speed limits.  The transportation network in the area is 
characterized as suburban, typified by curvilinear residential roadways, divided by higher 
traffic collectors.  The residential neighborhoods are relatively isolated, on the larger sense by 
the boundaries of the Turnpike and US-1, and internally by the collectors that move through it 
such as 268th Street, 280th Street and 140th Avenue.  It is an underlying factor that stresses the 
importance of the Safe Routes to School program. 
 

 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for Chapman Elementary School were conducted in January, 2008.  The 
primary deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing 
sidewalks, missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting 
the crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.   
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6.5.1 Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
There are multiple traffic lights in the immediate area, particularly along the major roads and 
at the entrance of the school on 272nd Street.  All other signals are on the section-line and half-
section line roads particularly along US-1, 268th Street, 280th Street and 137th Avenue.  About 
15 signals are currently located within the attendance boundary.  The roadway facilities 
function as suburban, due to the nature of the land and its geographic location between US-1 
and the Turnpike.  Pedestrian facilities  exist in the more recently constructed areas. They are 
generally lacking in the older residential neighborhoods.     
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS  
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for Chapman Elementary School. The map in the next 
section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway and traffic 
improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
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8.0 SAFE ROUTE MAP 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for Leisure City Elementary School were developed based on 
guidelines contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the 
Miami-Dade MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in 
developing safe routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The approach to the report and application of this project was to focus on 
providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   
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3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: Leisure City Elementary School 
Address: 14950 SW 288th Street, Homestead, Florida 33033 
Enrollment: 1308 students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride = 8% 
• Private Car = 40% 
• Buses = 52% 
 

 
Leisure City Elementary School, Site and Location Maps 
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4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and if appropriate, PTA chairperson to further explain the study and determine 
how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed throughout 
PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member in the district 
and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when possible met 
with to explain the project.   



 

6 

SAMPLE LETTER: 
Kelli R. Hunter 
Principal  
Leisure City Elementary School 
14950 SW 288th Street 
Homestead, FL 33033 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Hunter, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes to School” study for several 
schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project team available to you to answer any 
questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you and subsequently the PTSA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the identification of a 
safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend infrastructure improvements and cost 
estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental 
considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal and PTSA to 
survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to school.  It stems 
from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid highway funds to State 
governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public Schools, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of Miami Miller School Of 
Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team (MDCPS CTST) 
for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local municipal police and 
municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

 
The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation and modified as 
necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify preliminary safe routes.  If 
deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates 
for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the State will be prepared for each school so that the 
improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a meeting at your 
convenience. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
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5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004.  Thirteen crashes 
involving juveniles have occurred in the attendance boundary of the past several years.  The 
bulk of these crashes occurred along major corridors, including US-1, 280th Street and 296th 
Street.  Only four crashes occurred on neighborhood streets.  No juvenile fatalities have 
occurred in the area.  In 2004, there was a low of no injuries and no fatalities in the area.  In 
2000 there was a high of 5 injuries and no fatalities in the area.  The following tables and map 
detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
 
 

Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries a Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries a Fatalities Injuries a Fatalities Injuries
70708461 10/30/1982 28913 S DIXIE HWY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72019066 0 28801 SW 157TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72054414 11111996 SW 288TH ST  &  SW 153RD AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
70251998 5081994 SW 288TH ST  &  SW 152ND AVE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
70500784 6121926 28501 SW 152ND AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
70705323 1211992 28501 SW 152ND AVE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
70705386 5151990 SW 295TH TER  &  SW 157TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
72051854 0 14500 SW 280TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
581443130 5101999 14755  COOLIDGE LN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
585584960 1211992 14500 SW 280TH ST 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
594522390 0 29330 S DIXIE HWY 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
612995820 6241994 14850 SW 280TH ST 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
515501560 3131991 SW 284th ST  &  SW 152nd AVE 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
549364500 7291996 SW 288th ST  &  SW 147th PL 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
556003700 11111998 15783 SW 291st ST 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
580236570 1101990 SW 283rd ST  &  SW 142nd CT 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
585594310 11141996 28152 SW 153RD AVE 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

0 5 0 3 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 13

TOTAL

JuvenilesJuvenilesJuveniles Juveniles

2001 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

2002 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

2003 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

2004 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

Leisure City Elementary

Case Number Pedestrian 
Date of Birth Road Name

2000 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

Juveniles
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, and the Principal.  The main goal was to explain the project, its process, the intended 
results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the parents, students and 
teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was discussed that would 
distributed by the School PTA to the children, to be filled out by the parents and returned to 
the teacher if the project was funded.  Below is a sample of what the survey form might look 
like. 

 
In  an  effort to  im prove stud en t sa fety  in  an d  arou n d  o ur sch ools , th e M iam i-D ad e C ou n ty  M etrop olitan  
P lan ning  O rga nization , in  co lla b oration  w ith  M ia m i-D a de C ounty  P u blic Sch ools a n d  other  govern m enta l 
ag encies, is lo oking  for w ays to  redu ce th e a m ou nt an d  speed  of ca rs, im prov e w a lk in g  an d  b icy cling  
con ditions a nd  encoura ge enforcem ent a nd  sa fety  ed ucatio n  progra m s. P lea se h elp  us b y  providing  y our  
opin ions to  th e  fo llow ing  q u estions. 
 
1. W hat gra de is y ou r ch ild  in ? _ _ _  
 
2 . A pp roxim a tely  how  far d oes y our  ch ild  travel to  sch ool?  
_ _  ½  m ile  or less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile _ _  b etw een  1 to  2  m iles _ _  over 2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  d o es yo u r child  u su ally  travel to  a nd from  schoo l: (p ut a  check  in  the a p propriate  b ox) 
A rriva l D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icy cle 
c. ca r 
d . scho ol b us 
e. private b us 
f. city  b u s 
g . oth er (p lea se exp la in )_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W hich  of the fo llow ing  facto rs w ould  in flu en ce y ou r decision  to  a llow  y our  ch ild  to  w a lk  or b icycle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S (Y ) or N O (N ). 
a. S ch oo ls pro vided  w a lk in g  a n d  b icy clin g  route m a ps to  p a ren ts an d  stud en ts. Y  N  
b. A dd itio n al crossing  gu ard s w ere p rovid ed  a t b usy  intersections. Y  N  
c. T here w ere  con tinu ou s sid ew a lks or  b ike pa ths from  m y  neig hborhood  to  th e scho ol. Y  N  
d. B icycle/p edestria n  pa thw a y s sepa rated  from  traffic . Y  N  
e. Th ere w ere few er cars a rou n d w here ch ild ren  a re w alk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. S peed  lim its w ere strictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zon es. Y  N  
g. Schoo l sp eed  zon es w ere m a rked  w ith  flash ing  signa ls. Y  N  
h. T h ere  w a s b etter  street lig h tin g  a lo n g  routes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter  presen ce of p olice officers a nd sa fety  m o nitors a long  safe rou tes. Y  N  
j. D esig n ated  sa fe  route sig n s a lon g  sa fe route pa th s a t ch ild ren ’s ey e level. Y  N  
k. T here w ere pa inted  footstep s desig na ting  sa fe routes a lo n g  sidew alks. Y  N  
 
5. P lease id entify  spec ific  safety  prob lem s of co ncern  to  y ou  in  y our  neig hb orhood  or a rou n d y our  ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b rok en  sid ew alks, d ang erou s street crossin gs, crim e areas, ra ilroad  crossin g, h ig h-sp eed  
vehic les) a nd  in dicate  their  locations. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6. P lea se w rite d ow n an y a dd itiona l factors th at m ig ht in flu en ce y o ur d ecision  to  let you r ch ild  w a lk  or  
b icy cle to  schoo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T ha nk  y ou for y ou r pa rticipa tion . P lea se retu rn  th is  survey  to  your ch ild ’s tea ch er.  
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6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The Leisure City Elementary School boundary is a compact boundary contained totally within 
the 2-mile radius of the school.  The school sits in the center of an attendance area bound on 
the north by 280th Street.  The western boundary is US-1.  The southern boundary is 296th 
Street.  The western boundary jogs north from 296th Street aling147th Avenue, east along 
288th Street and north along the canal east of 144th Avenue.   
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6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is primarily single family residential, with recently demolished 
mobil home parks, low-density multi family areas as well as parks and vacant land.  It can be 
expected that these fallow areas where the mobile home parks have been removed, and the 
vacant land will be redeveloped as residential in the not to distant future.   
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Safe Routes in the area have been planned on 
predominantly local streets, with low speed limits.  The transportation network in the area is 
characterized as suburban, typified by interior residential streets on a grid pattern, framed by 
higher traffic collectors on County Section Line and Half-Section Line Roads.   
 
 

 
 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for Leisure City Elementary School were conducted in February, 2008.  The 
primary deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing 
sidewalks, missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting 
the crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.   
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6.5.1 Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
There are about multiple traffic lights in the immediate area, particularly along the major 
roads and at the entrance of the school on 288th Street.  All other signals are on the section-
line and half-section line roads particularly along US-1, 268th Street, 280th Street and 137th 
Avenue.  About 15 signals are currently located within the attendance boundary.  Pedestrian 
facilities are generally lacking.    This area is typified by some pedestrian facilities.  If these 
exist they are generally not connected across streets by painted crosswalks or to streets by 
ADA sidewalk extensions. The area is in the midst of redeveloping.  Areas which were 
formerly trailer parks have been demolished.  It is anticipated that more permanent residential 
communist will be developed in their place.  Until then there are gaps in the pedestrian 
network, along side vacant often shielded areas, which can create a hazard.  As with nearly all 
newly developed areas in Miami-Dade County, it can be expected that all pedestrian facilities 
will be mandatory as part of the development permit process.  The signage, lighting and 
crossings in proximity of the school are in good condition.   
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS  
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for Leisure City Elementary School. The map in the 
next section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway and 
traffic improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for Peskoe Elementary School were developed based on guidelines 
contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the Miami-Dade 
MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in developing safe 
routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The approach to the report and application of this project was to focus on 
providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   



 

4 

3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: Peskoe Elementary School 
Address: 29035 SW 144th Avenue 
Enrollment: --- students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride =  
• Private Car =  
• Buses =  
 

 
Peskoe Elementary School, Site and Location Maps 
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4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and if appropriate, PTA chairperson to further explain the study and determine 
how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed throughout 
PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member in the district 
and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when possible met 
with to explain the project.   
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SAMPLE LETTER: 
Liliana C Albuerne 
Principal  
Peskoe Elementary School 
29035 SW 144th Avenue 
Miami, FL 33033 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Albuerns, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes to School” study for several 
schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project team available to you to answer any 
questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you and subsequently the PTSA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the identification of a 
safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend infrastructure improvements and cost 
estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental 
considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal and PTSA to 
survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to school.  It stems 
from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid highway funds to State 
governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public Schools, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of Miami Miller School Of 
Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team (MDCPS CTST) 
for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local municipal police and 
municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

 
The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation and modified as 
necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify preliminary safe routes.  If 
deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates 
for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the State will be prepared for each school so that the 
improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a meeting at your 
convenience. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
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5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004.  Six crashes 
involving juveniles including one fatality have occurred in the attendance boundary of the 
past several years.  The bulk of these crashes occurred interior to the neighborhoods, on local 
streets, which is unusual, and points to poor pedestrian conditions in the area.  In 2001 and 
2004 here were two crashes.  In 2003 there were no crashes.  The following tables and map 
detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
 
 

Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries
70567097 12/23/1996 SW 297TH TER  &  SW 149TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
72015525 10141953 SW 296TH ST  &  SW 152ND AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72045662 1091976 29010 SW 144TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
73289407 1111996 SW 293RD ST  &  SW 147TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
73289498 2281941 SW 297TH ST  &  SW 152ND AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72050594 12111960 SW 151ST AVE  &  SW 304TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
70560326 11181997 SW 148TH PL  &  SW 302ND ST 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
72053049 10021955 SW 152ND AVE  &  SW 296TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72053127 10291952 30100 SW 145TH CT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72054310 10071969 SW 144TH AVE  &  SW 289TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

585584980 12171996 SW 293RD ST  &  SW 144TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
592761950 12281989 SW 302ND TER  &  SW 149TH AVE 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
612981280 9061994 SW 145TH CT  &  SW 300TH ST 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
558604800 7031996 SW 302nd ST  &  SW 147th AVE 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
563088900 12181980 SW 146th AVE  &  SW 298th TER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
581414160 10051985 SW 299th TER  &  SW 146th AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

1 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 2 1 5

Totals

JuvenilesJuvenilesJuveniles Juveniles

2001 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

2002 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

2003 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

2004 Ped & Bike 
Crashes

rving & Beatrice Peskoe Elementar

Case Number Pedestrian 
Date of Birth Road Name

2000 Ped & Bike 
Crashes
Juveniles
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, and the Principal.  The main goal was to explain the project, its process, the intended 
results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the parents, students and 
teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was distributed by the School PTA 
to the children, to be filled out by the parents and returned to the teacher.  Below is a sample 
survey form. 

 
In  a n  effort to  im prove stud en t sa fety  in  a n d  a roun d o ur sch ools , th e M ia m i-D a d e C oun ty  M etropolita n  
P la n n in g  O rg a n iza tion , in  co lla b ora tion  w ith  M ia m i-D a d e C ou n ty  P ub lic  S ch ools a n d  oth er g overn m en ta l 
a gen cies, is lo ok in g  for  w a ys to  redu ce th e am ou nt and  speed  of ca rs, im prove w alkin g  an d  b icyclin g  
condition s a nd  encourage enforcem ent a n d  safety  ed ucatio n  p rogra m s. P lea se h elp  us by  p rovid in g  your  
opin ion s to  th e  fo llow in g  q uestion s. 
 
1. W h at g rad e is y ou r ch ild  in ? _ _ _  
 
2 . A pp roxim a tely  how  fa r  d oes your child  tra vel to  sch ool?  
_ _  ½  m ile  or less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile  _ _  b etw een  1 to  2  m iles _ _  over 2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  do es yo ur child  u su a lly  travel to  a n d  from  school: (p ut a  check  in  the a p propriate  b ox) 
A rriva l D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icycle 
c . ca r 
d . scho ol b us 
e. priva te b u s 
f. c ity  b us 
g . other (p lea se exp la in )_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W h ich  of the fo llow in g  fa ctors w ou ld  in flu ence y ou r dec ision  to  a llow  your child  to  w a lk  or b icycle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S(Y ) or N O (N ). 
a . Schoo ls pro vided  w a lk in g  a n d  b icy clin g  route m a ps to  pa ren ts a n d  studen ts. Y  N  
b . A dd itio n a l crossin g  g ua rds w ere provid ed  a t b usy  in tersection s. Y  N  
c. T here w ere  con tin uou s sid ew a lks or b ik e pa th s from  m y n eig hb orhood  to  th e scho ol. Y  N  
d . B icycle/pedestr ian  pathw a y s sep ara ted  from  traffic. Y  N  
e. T h ere w ere few er ca rs a rou n d w here ch ildren  a re w a lk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. Sp eed  lim its w ere strictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zon es. Y  N  
g . Schoo l sp eed  zon es w ere m a rk ed  w ith  fla shin g  sig n a ls. Y  N  
h . T here  w a s b etter street lig h tin g  a lo n g  rou tes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter presen ce of p olice officers a n d  sa fety  m o n itors a lon g  sa fe rou tes. Y  N  
j. D esig n a ted  sa fe  route s ig n s a lon g  sa fe rou te pa th s a t child ren ’s ey e lev el. Y  N  
k . T here w ere pa in ted  footstep s desig n a tin g  sa fe routes a lo n g  sid ew a lk s. Y  N  
 
5 . P lease iden tify  spec ific sa fety  p rob lem s of co n cern  to  y ou  in  your n eig hb orhood or  a rou n d y ou r ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b roken  sid ew alk s, dan gerou s street crossin gs, cr im e area s, ra ilroa d crossin g , h igh-sp eed  
vehic les) and  in dica te  th eir  loca tion s. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 . P lea se w rite d ow n  any  a ddition al fa ctors tha t m ig ht in flu ence y o ur decis ion  to  let your  child  w a lk  or 
b icy cle to  schoo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T h a n k  you  for y ou r pa rticipa tion . P lea se retu rn  this  survey  to  your child ’s tea ch er.  
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6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The Peskoe Elementary School boundary is a compact boundary contained totally within the 
2-mile radius of the school.  The school sits in the northern quadrant of an attendance area 
bound on the north by 288th Street.  The western boundary is a stair step configuration moving 
south from 288th Street along 147th Avenue, then west on 296th Street to 152nd Avenue, then 
south of 152nd Avenue to 304th Street.  It continues east on 304th Street from 152nd Avenue to 
the Turnpike where it moves east on 312th Street to 152nd Avenue.  It continues south on 152nd 
Avenue to 320th Street.  From there it moves east on 320th Street to 137th Avenue, where it 
moves north back to 288th Street.  Nearly 2/3 of the area is on the east side of the Turnpike, 
separated from the school.  It is recommended that either this eastern half of the of the 
attendance area be transferred to another school boundary, if attendance permits, or the 
children living there be serviced by bus.    
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6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is almost totally single family residential. The area east of the 
Turnpike is former agricultural land which is newly developed.  As the area grows at a rapid 
pace inevitable conflicts occur between pedestrians and vehicles.  This makes the area east of 
the Turnpike extremely sensitive to pedestrians. No routes have been provided in this area due 
to the inherent hazards of enticing children to cross such a dangerous facility.  Additionally 
few if any actual crossings exist in the area.     
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Safe Routes in the area have been planned on 
predominantly local streets, with low speed limits.  The transportation network in the area is 
characterized as suburban, typified by interior residential streets on a grid pattern, framed by 
higher traffic collectors on County Section Line and Half-Section Line Roads.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for Peskoe Elementary School were conducted in January, 2008.  The primary 
deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing sidewalks, 
missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting the 
crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.   
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Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
There are about multiple traffic lights in the immediate area, particularly along the major 
roads and at the entrance of the school on 144th Avenue.  All other signals are on the section-
line and half-section line roads particularly along 288th Street.  About 12 signals are currently 
located within the attendance boundary.  Pedestrian facilities are generally poor throughout 
the area.  Where sidewalks do exist they are usually not connected across streets with painted 
crosswalks, or connected to the street with ADA sidewalk extensions. The pedestrian 
environment needs to be enhanced. Immediately adjacent to the school there are the 
appropriate signs and lighting and striping to make pedestrianism a safe experience.   
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for Peskoe Elementary School. The map in the next 
section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway and traffic 
improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for Redondo Elementary School were developed based on guidelines 
contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the Miami-Dade 
MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in developing safe 
routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The approach to the report and application of this project was to focus on 
providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   
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3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: Redondo Elementary School 
Address: 18480 SW 304th Street, Homestead, FL 33030 
Enrollment: 728 students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride =  
• Private Car =  
• Buses =  
 

 
Redondo Elementary School, Site and Location Maps 
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4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and if appropriate, PTA chairperson to further explain the study and determine 
how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed throughout 
PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member in the district 
and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when possible met 
with to explain the project.   
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SAMPLE LETTER: 
Dr. Rene E. Baly 
Principal  
Redondo Elementary School 
18480 SW 304th Street 
Homestead, FL 33030 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Baly, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes to School” study for several 
schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project team available to you to answer any 
questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you and subsequently the PTSA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the identification of a 
safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend infrastructure improvements and cost 
estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental 
considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal and PTSA to 
survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to school.  It stems 
from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid highway funds to State 
governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public Schools, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of Miami Miller School Of 
Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team (MDCPS CTST) 
for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local municipal police and 
municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

 
The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation and modified as 
necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify preliminary safe routes.  If 
deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates 
for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the State will be prepared for each school so that the 
improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a meeting at your 
convenience. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
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5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004.  Six crashes 
involving juveniles have occurred in the attendance boundary of the past several years.  None 
of these were fatalities.  The bulk of these crashes occurred interior to the neighborhoods, on 
local streets, in close proximity to the school, which points to poor pedestrian conditions in 
the area.  This is mainly because the area to the north and west of the school is agricultural 
land.  This land could soon be expected to develop, creating sever pedestrian / vehicular 
conflicts as these disparate land uses clash.  In 2000 there was a high of 3 injuries and no 
fatalities in the area.  The following tables and map detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
 
 

From To Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries
72432414 7/04/1997 NW 14TH ST  &  NW 6TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
72434062 9/19/1997 NW 11TH ST  &  NW 10TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
72134677 2/12/2001 1330 NW 9TH CT 12th Ave14th Ave 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

562872210 1/09/1997 NW 9TH CT  &  NW 12TH AVE 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
562875040 12/31/1994 NW 4TH AVE  &  NW 11TH ST 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
562893280 4/21/1993 NW 9TH CT  &  NW 10TH AVE 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

0 3 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 6Total

Pedestrian 
Date of Birth

Juveniles = Children under the age of 13

Redondo Elementary

Intersection
Intersection

2000 Ped & Bike 
Crashes
Juveniles

2001 Ped & Bike 
Crashes
Juveniles

Intersection

Intersection
Intersection

2004 Ped & Bike 
Crashes
Juveniles

TotalSegmentRoad NameCase Number

2003 Ped & Bike 
Crashes
Juveniles

2002 Ped & Bike 
Crashes
Juveniles

 
 



 

8 
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, and the Principal.  The main goal was to explain the project, its process, the intended 
results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the parents, students and 
teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was distributed by the School PTA 
to the children, to be filled out by the parents and returned to the teacher.  Below is a sample 
survey form. 

 
In  a n  effort to  im prove stud en t sa fety  in  a n d  a roun d o ur sch ools , th e M ia m i-D a d e C oun ty  M etropolita n  
P la n n in g  O rg a n iza tion , in  co lla b ora tion  w ith  M ia m i-D a d e C ou n ty  P ub lic  S ch ools a n d  oth er g overn m en ta l 
a gen cies, is lo ok in g  for  w a ys to  redu ce th e am ou nt and  speed  of ca rs, im prove w alkin g  an d  b icyclin g  
condition s a nd  encourage enforcem ent a n d  safety  ed ucatio n  p rogra m s. P lea se h elp  us by  p rovid in g  your  
opin ion s to  th e  fo llow in g  q uestion s. 
 
1. W h at g rad e is y ou r ch ild  in ? _ _ _  
 
2 . A pp roxim a tely  how  fa r  d oes your child  tra vel to  sch ool?  
_ _  ½  m ile  or less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile  _ _  b etw een  1 to  2  m iles _ _  over 2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  do es yo ur child  u su a lly  travel to  a n d  from  school: (p ut a  check  in  the a p propriate  b ox) 
A rriva l D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icycle 
c . ca r 
d . scho ol b us 
e. priva te b u s 
f. c ity  b us 
g . other (p lea se exp la in )_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W h ich  of the fo llow in g  fa ctors w ou ld  in flu ence y ou r dec ision  to  a llow  your child  to  w a lk  or b icycle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S(Y ) or N O (N ). 
a . Schoo ls pro vided  w a lk in g  a n d  b icy clin g  route m a ps to  pa ren ts a n d  studen ts. Y  N  
b . A dd itio n a l crossin g  g ua rds w ere provid ed  a t b usy  in tersection s. Y  N  
c. T here w ere  con tin uou s sid ew a lks or b ik e pa th s from  m y n eig hb orhood  to  th e scho ol. Y  N  
d . B icycle/pedestr ian  pathw a y s sep ara ted  from  traffic. Y  N  
e. T h ere w ere few er ca rs a rou n d w here ch ildren  a re w a lk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. Sp eed  lim its w ere strictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zon es. Y  N  
g . Schoo l sp eed  zon es w ere m a rk ed  w ith  fla shin g  sig n a ls. Y  N  
h . T here  w a s b etter street lig h tin g  a lo n g  rou tes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter presen ce of p olice officers a n d  sa fety  m o n itors a lon g  sa fe rou tes. Y  N  
j. D esig n a ted  sa fe  route s ig n s a lon g  sa fe rou te pa th s a t child ren ’s ey e lev el. Y  N  
k . T here w ere pa in ted  footstep s desig n a tin g  sa fe routes a lo n g  sid ew a lk s. Y  N  
 
5 . P lease iden tify  spec ific sa fety  p rob lem s of co n cern  to  y ou  in  your n eig hb orhood or  a rou n d y ou r ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b roken  sid ew alk s, dan gerou s street crossin gs, cr im e area s, ra ilroa d crossin g , h igh-sp eed  
vehic les) and  in dica te  th eir  loca tion s. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 . P lea se w rite d ow n  any  a ddition al fa ctors tha t m ig ht in flu ence y o ur decis ion  to  let your  child  w a lk  or 
b icy cle to  schoo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T h a n k  you  for y ou r pa rticipa tion . P lea se retu rn  this  survey  to  your child ’s tea ch er.  
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6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The Redondo Elementary School boundary is a nearly rectangular boundary spilling out to the 
west beyond the 2-mile radius of the school.  The school sits in the southeastern quadrant of 
an attendance area bound on the north by 280th Street.  The western boundary is well out west, 
while the southern boundary is 312th Street.  The eastern boundary moves north from 312th 
Street along NE 2nd Avenue and jogs back west two blocks to 182nd Avenue along NW 19th 
Street.  From there it moves north along 182nd Avenue to 280th Street.  Only the very 
southeastern piece of the study area is urbanized.     
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6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is almost totally single family residential around the school. Yet 
west of the school the area becomes predominantly agricultural, which has started to develop 
into single family residential.  As the area grows at a rapid pace inevitable conflicts occur 
between pedestrians and vehicles.  Traffic accidents between pedestrians and vehicles can be 
expected to grow in number particularly as these uses clash.   
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Safe Routes in the area have been planned on 
predominantly local streets, with low speed limits.  The transportation network in the area is 
characterized as suburban, typified by interior residential streets on a grid pattern, framed by 
higher traffic collectors on County Section Line and Half-Section Line Roads.  
 

From To
10th Avenue 304th St 18 St Local 30 Low No
18th Street 10 Ave 12 Ave Local 30 Low Yes

12th Avenue 18 St 19 St Local 30 Low No
19th Street 12 Ave 184 Ct Local 30 Low No
184th Court 19 St 296 St Local 30 Low No
296th Street 19 Ave 182 Ave   County Collector 30 Mod No
17th Street 6 Ave 8 Ave Local 30 Low No
8th Avenue 19 St 304 St Local 30 Low No

304th Street 8 Ave School Entrance County Collector 45 Mod No
304th Street School Entrance 187 Ave County Collector 45 Mod No

187th Ave 304 St 288 St County Collector 30 Mod Yes
19th Street 187 Ave 192 Ave Local 30 Low No

304th Street 187 Ave 197 Ave County Collector 30 Low No
12th Avenue 304 St 312 St Local 30 Low Yes
308th Street 192 Ave 12 Ave Local 30 Low No
10th Avenue 13 St 11 St Local 30 Low Yes
11th Street 10 Ave 6 Ave Local 30 Low No

*   For road segments where AADT was not readily available, traffic volume was assessed as low, moderate, heavy based on field observations

**  Total pedestrian and bicycle crashes, 2000 - 2004

Table   6.4                                                                                                                                     
Redondo Elementary School                                                                                                           
Roadway Characteristics

AADT*
Bike and Ped 

Crashes**
Segment

Road Facility Type Speed Limit

 
 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for Redondo Elementary School were conducted in January, 2008.  The primary 
deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing sidewalks, 
missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting the 
crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.   
 
 
 



 

13 

Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
There are multiple traffic lights in the immediate area, particularly along the major roads and 
at the entrance of the school on 304th Street.  All other signals are on the section-line and half-
section line roads particularly along 312th Street.  About 10 signals are currently located 
within the attendance boundary.  The southeastern portion of the attendance area has many 
sidewalks and could be considered urban in nature.  These sidewalks are generally not 
connected across streets by painted crosswalks or connected to streets by ADA sidewalk 
connections.  The area immediately around the school has the proper signing, lighting and 
striping for pedestrians.  The further from the school, to the west the worse the pedestrian 
facilities get.  Often streets adjacent to farm fields have no sidewalks at all.  The ground 
adjacent to the street is often uneven and difficult to walk on.  It can be a foreboding area for 
pedestrians.   
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for Redondo Elementary School. The map in the next 
section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway and traffic 
improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
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From To
10th Avenue 304th St 18 St No Improvement
18th Street 10 Ave 12 Ave No Improvement
12th Avenue 18 St 19 St No Improvement
19th Street 12 Ave 184 Ct Install  Sidewalk Extensions @ SE and SW corners of 12th Ave/19th St Intersection 14 LF 1,150.00

Install  Sidewalk Extension @ NE Leg of 19 St/184 Ct Intersection 11 LF 900.00
184th Court 19 St 296 St Install Sidewalk from 19th St to 296th Street (east side) 1290 LF 102,300.00

Install Sidewalk from just north of southern most house on19th St to 296th Street (west side) 965 LF 76,500.00
296th Street 19 Ave 182 Ave Install Sidewalk and Sidewalk Extensions at Intersections, (north side) 1640 LF 130,000.00

Install Sidewalk and Sidewalk Extensions at Intersections, (south side) 1640 LF 130,000.00
Install Sidewalk across RR Track on both north and south side (50') each 100 LF 7,950.00

17th Street 6 Ave 8 Ave Install Crosswalks intersection of 17th St / 6th Ave (north side 70' / south side, 63') 133 LF 400.00
Install Sidewalks Extensions All Legs of 17th St / 6th Ave intersection NE-10', SE-11', SW-18', SE-18' 57 LF 4,550.00
Install Sidewalk, from 6th Ave to 7th Ave on the south side 75 LF 5,950.00

8th Avenue 19 St 304 St Install Sidewalk Extension @ 19 St (SE-10', SW20') 30 LF 2,400.00
Install Sidewalk Extension @ 18 St (NE-11', SE10') 21 LF 1,700.00
Install Sidewalk Extension @ 17 ct (NE-15', SE8') 23 LF 1,850.00
Install Sidewalk Extension @ 17 St (NE-11', SE-11' / NW-13', SW-14') 49 LF 3,900.00
Install Sidewalk Extension @ 16St (NE-16', SE-14') 30 LF 2,400.00
Install Crosswalk at all four sides of 8th Ave / 15St intersection 312 LF 950.00

304th Street 8 Ave School Ent Install Painted Crosswalk across 8th Terr, north side 86 LF 300.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across 9th Ave, north side 100 LF 300.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across 10th Ave, north side (112') and south side (90') 202 LF 600.00

304th Street School Ent 187 Ave No Improvement
187th Ave 304 St 288 St Install Sidewalk between 304th St and 16th St 203 LF 16,100.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across 187Ave/16thSt intersection, east side 78 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across 187Ave/17thSt intersection, west side 68 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across 187Ave/18thSt intersection, east side 46 LF 150.00
Install Pained Crosswalk across 187Ave/19thSt intersection, west side 62 LF 200.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 187Ave/19thSt intersection, north west (16'), south west (14') 30 LF 2,400.00
Install Sidewalk between 19thSt and 291 St, east side 2970 LF 235,450.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 187Ave/20thSt intersection, south west 20 LF 1,600.00
Install Sidewalk between 297st and 21St, west side 500 LF 39,650.00
Install Painted Crosswalks, across 187Ave/296St intersection, east side (70'), west side (74') 144 LF 450.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 187Ave/296St intersection, north east (17'), south east (15') 32 LF 2,550.00
Install Sidewalk between 293 St and 291 St except for northern most lot corner, west side 342 LF 27,150.00
Install sidewalk between 291St and 288 St, west side 870 LF 69,000.00
Install Crosswalks west side of 187 Ave at 294St(50'), 295St (50'), 296St (50'), 297St (50'), 21St (50'), 20St (50'), 
19St (50') (and east side 50'), 17St (50'), 16St (50') 1000 LF 3,000.00

19th Street 187 Ave 192 Ave Install Sidewalks total length, both sides (north side - 2590') (south side 2590') 5180 LF 410,600.00
Install Painted Crosswalks across 19St/16Ave intersection, (south side 60') (north side 60') 120 LF 400.00
Install Painted Crosswalks across 19St/15 Ave intersection south side 46 LF 150.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 19St/16Ave intersection All corners (15' each) 60 LF 4,800.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 19St/15 Ave intersection (SE-15', SW-15') 30 LF 2,400.00

304th Street 187 Ave 197 Ave Install Sidewalk, between 187 Ave and 14th Ct 204 LF 16,200.00
Install Crosswalks north side across 14Ave (76'), 15Ave (66'), 15 Ter (76') 16Ave (70'), 16 Ter (72'), 17Ave (72'), 
17Ter (56') 488 LF 1,450.00

Install Painted Crosswalks south side across 187ct (80'), 187Pl (68'), 16Ave (90'), 193Ave(50'), 193Ct (66'), 
194Ave (120') 474 LF 1,400.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 15 Ter (NE-15', NW-15'), 18Ave,  NE-18', NW-18') 62 LF 4,950.00
Install Sidewalk, on north side between 192 Ave and 197 Ave 2600 LF 206,100.00

12th Avenue 304 St 312 St Install Painted Crosswalks at all 4 legs across 12St Ellipse (56' per leg) 224 LF 700.00
Install Pained Crosswalks across east side of 11St (56'), 10St (62'), 9Ct (64'), 9St (72') 254 LF 750.00
Install Pained Crosswalks across west side of 11St (80'), 10St (62'), 9Ct (56'), 9St (60') 258 LF 800.00

308th Street 192 Ave 12 Ave Install Sidewalk between 192 Ave and 190 Ave, north side 630 LF 49,950.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions, north side @ 190Ave (NE-12', NW-12'), 189Ave (NE-10'), 188Ct (NE-9', NW-9') 52 LF 4,150.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions, south side @ 191Ave (SE-10', SW-5), 190Ave (NE-12', NW-10'), 189Ave (NE-10', 
NW-15'), 188Av (NE-14', NW-9') 85 LF 6,750.00

Install Painted Crosswalks, north side @ 190Ave (56'), 189Ave (86'), 188Ct (70'), 188Ave, (80'), 187Ave (82') 375 LF 1,150.00

Install Painted Crosswalks, southside @ 191Ave (64'), 190Ave (64'), 189Ave (80'), 188Ave, (60'), 187Ave (92') 360 LF 1,100.00

Install Sidewalk between 189Ave and 188Ct, south side 309 LF 24,500.00
10th Avenue 13 St 11 St Install Painted Crosswalk, west sided at 12St (44') and 11St (50') 95 LF 300.00
11th Street 10 Ave 4 Ave Install Painted Crosswalks @ 8 Ave (N side -50' / S side -58') and 6Ave (N side -70' / S side -80') 258 LF 800.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 8Ave (NW 10', SW 10', SE 10'), and 6 Ave (NE 10', NW 10', SE 10', SW 10') 70 LF 5,550.00
Install Sidewalk between 9Ave and 5Ave, north side 957 LF 75,900.00
Install Sidewalk between 8 Ave and 5 Ave  south side 1306 LF 103,550.00

1,355,850.00
271,170.00
135,585.00
135,585.00

1,898,190.00

Note:
1. All sidewalk widths are 6 feet wide unless stated otherwise.
2. Abbreviations:

Qty = Quantity
AS = Assembly
LF = Linear Feet

Contingency  (20%)
Mobilization (10%)
Maintenance of Traffic (10%)

Opinion of Total Costs

Table  7:
Redondo Elementary School 

Opinion of Probable Costs

Preliminary Costs

Unit CostRoad 
Segment

Recommended Improvement Qty
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for Saunders Elementary School were developed based on guidelines 
contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the Miami-Dade 
MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in developing safe 
routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The approach to the report and application of this project was to focus on 
providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   
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3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: Saunders Elementary School 
Address: 505 SW 8th Street, Homestead, FL 33030 
Enrollment: 886  students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride = 50% 
• Private Car = 20% 
• Buses = 30% 
 

 
Saunders Elementary School, Site and Location Maps 
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4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and if appropriate, PTA chairperson to further explain the study and determine 
how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed throughout 
PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member in the district 
and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when possible met 
with to explain the project.   
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SAMPLE LETTER: 
Suset M. Hernandez 
Principal  
Saunders Elementary School 
505 SW 8th Street 
Homestead, FL 33030 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Hernandez, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes to School” study for several 
schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project team available to you to answer any 
questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you and subsequently the PTSA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the identification of a 
safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend infrastructure improvements and cost 
estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental 
considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal and PTSA to 
survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to school.  It stems 
from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid highway funds to State 
governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public Schools, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of Miami Miller School Of 
Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team (MDCPS CTST) 
for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local municipal police and 
municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

 
The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation and modified as 
necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify preliminary safe routes.  If 
deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates 
for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the State will be prepared for each school so that the 
improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a meeting at your 
convenience. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
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5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004.  Ten crashes 
involving juveniles, one of which was a fatality have occurred in the attendance boundary of 
the past several years.  The bulk of these crashes occurred on county section line or half 
section line roads, which points to poor pedestrian conditions in the area.  Six crashes have 
occurred internal to the neighborhoods.  The crashes are well distributed throughout the area 
pointing to the need for improved pedestrian amenities.  There is significant vacant land in the 
main attendance boundary.  This land can be expected to redevelop creating more pedestrians 
and more traffic, and the increased conflict between the two.  In 2002, there was a low of one 
injury and no fatalities in the area.  In 2003 there was a high of 4 injuries and no fatalities in 
the area.  The following tables and map detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
 
 

From To Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries
72133182 12/20/1998 SW 8TH ST  &  SW 6TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72333595 12291994 NW 12TH ST  &  NW 8TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
72434198 0 S FLAGLER AVE  &  SW 7TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
72434208 0 SW 6TH AVE  &  SW 2ND ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
72333931 6261999 NW 12TH ST  &  NW 6TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
72433823 4071995 S KROME AVE  &  SW 4TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2
72434862 11221991 KIA DR  &  NE 12TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
72132146 0 SW 8TH ST  &  SW 4TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

520504830 0 88 SW 6TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
583255900 9251992 NW 12TH ST  &  NW 7TH AVE 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
596520930 0 S HOMESTEAD BLVD  &  E MOWRY DR 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
596530820 1091993 SW 8TH ST  &  SW 10TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
596531870 7241990 653 SW 8TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
545516610 8091988 NE 12th AVE  &  NE 8th ST 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
562869410 3301998 1120 E Mowry DR 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
562874790 3131990 SW 10th AVE  &  SW 4th ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 3 1 1 0 1 0 4 0 3 1 9

TOTAL

TOTAL

Saunders Elementary

Case Number Pedestrian 
Date of Birth Road Name Segment 2000

Juveniles
2001 2002 2003 2004

Juveniles Juveniles Juveniles Juveniles
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, and the Principal.  The main goal was to explain the project, its process, the intended 
results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the parents, students and 
teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was distributed by the School PTA 
to the children, to be filled out by the parents and returned to the teacher.  Below is a sample 
survey form. 

 
In  a n  effort to  im prove stud en t sa fety  in  a n d  a roun d o ur sch ools , th e M ia m i-D a d e C oun ty  M etropolita n  
P la n n in g  O rg a n iza tion , in  co lla b ora tion  w ith  M ia m i-D a d e C ou n ty  P ub lic  S ch ools a n d  oth er g overn m en ta l 
a gen cies, is lo ok in g  for  w a ys to  redu ce th e am ou nt and  speed  of ca rs, im prove w alkin g  an d  b icyclin g  
condition s a nd  encourage enforcem ent a n d  safety  ed ucatio n  p rogra m s. P lea se h elp  us by  p rovid in g  your  
opin ion s to  th e  fo llow in g  q uestion s. 
 
1. W h at g rad e is y ou r ch ild  in ? _ _ _  
 
2 . A pp roxim a tely  how  fa r  d oes your child  tra vel to  sch ool?  
_ _  ½  m ile  or less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile  _ _  b etw een  1 to  2  m iles _ _  over 2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  do es yo ur child  u su a lly  travel to  a n d  from  school: (p ut a  check  in  the a p propriate  b ox) 
A rriva l D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icycle 
c . ca r 
d . scho ol b us 
e. priva te b u s 
f. c ity  b us 
g . other (p lea se exp la in )_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W h ich  of the fo llow in g  fa ctors w ou ld  in flu ence y ou r dec ision  to  a llow  your child  to  w a lk  or b icycle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S(Y ) or N O (N ). 
a . Schoo ls pro vided  w a lk in g  a n d  b icy clin g  route m a ps to  pa ren ts a n d  studen ts. Y  N  
b . A dd itio n a l crossin g  g ua rds w ere provid ed  a t b usy  in tersection s. Y  N  
c. T here w ere  con tin uou s sid ew a lks or b ik e pa th s from  m y n eig hb orhood  to  th e scho ol. Y  N  
d . B icycle/pedestr ian  pathw a y s sep ara ted  from  traffic. Y  N  
e. T h ere w ere few er ca rs a rou n d w here ch ildren  a re w a lk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. Sp eed  lim its w ere strictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zon es. Y  N  
g . Schoo l sp eed  zon es w ere m a rk ed  w ith  fla shin g  sig n a ls. Y  N  
h . T here  w a s b etter street lig h tin g  a lo n g  rou tes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter presen ce of p olice officers a n d  sa fety  m o n itors a lon g  sa fe rou tes. Y  N  
j. D esig n a ted  sa fe  route s ig n s a lon g  sa fe rou te pa th s a t child ren ’s ey e lev el. Y  N  
k . T here w ere pa in ted  footstep s desig n a tin g  sa fe routes a lo n g  sid ew a lk s. Y  N  
 
5 . P lease iden tify  spec ific sa fety  p rob lem s of co n cern  to  y ou  in  your n eig hb orhood or  a rou n d y ou r ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b roken  sid ew alk s, dan gerou s street crossin gs, cr im e area s, ra ilroa d crossin g , h igh-sp eed  
vehic les) and  in dica te  th eir  loca tion s. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 . P lea se w rite d ow n  any  a ddition al fa ctors tha t m ig ht in flu ence y o ur decis ion  to  let your  child  w a lk  or 
b icy cle to  schoo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T h a n k  you  for y ou r pa rticipa tion . P lea se retu rn  this  survey  to  your child ’s tea ch er.  
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6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The Saunders Elementary School boundary is a compact but split boundary, almost 
completely within a two mile radius of the school.  The southwestern component houses the 
school, while the northeastern component is totally separated, and linked only by US-1.  The 
southwest area is bound roughly by 320th Street on the north, SW 11th Avenue and 187th 
Avenue on the west, NW 10th Street to the south and US-1 to the East.  The northeast area is 
bound by 312th Street to the north, US-1 to the west, 320th Street to the south, and 162nd 
Avenue to the east.  It is recommended that those students in the northeast area be serviced by 
bus, as no Safe Routes have been designed to cross US-1, due to the inherent danger of 
recommending that children walks across this road.   
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6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is almost totally residential typified by single family homes, 
interspersed with low density multi family and vacant unprotected land.  The vacant land can 
be expected to be subject to infill development in the near future creating more pedestrian and 
vehicular conflicts if adequate pedestrian amenities are not implemented.  The area is 
relatively tightly packed and resembles a very urban environment. Traffic accidents between 
pedestrians and vehicles can be expected to grow in number particularly as these uses clash.   
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Safe Routes in the area have been planned on 
predominantly local streets, with low speed limits.  The transportation network in the area is 
characterized as suburban, typified by interior residential streets on a grid pattern, framed by 
higher traffic collectors on County Section Line and Half-Section Line Roads.   
 

From To
6th Street 10 Ave 6 Ave Local 30 Low No
12th Street 9 Ave 7 Ct Local 30 Low No
7th Court 12 St 14 St Local 30 Low No
14th Street 7 Ct 6 Ave Local 30 Low No
6th Street 14 St Lucy St County Collector 30 Mod Yes
5th Street 2 Ave 4 Ave Local 30 Low No
4th Avenue 5 St Lucy St Local 30 Mod Yes
6th Avenue 3 St 8 St Local 30 Low Yes
8th Street 6 Ave School Ent Arterial 25 High Yes
5th Court 9 St Lucy St Local 30 Low No
*   For road segments where AADT was not readily available, traffic volume was assessed as low, moderate, heavy based on field observations

**  Total pedestrian and bicycle crashes, 2000 - 2004

Table   6.4                                                                                                                                 
Saunders Elementary School                                                                                                          
Roadway Characteristics

AADT*
Bike and Ped 

Crashes**
Segment

Road Facility Type Speed Limit

 
 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for Saunders Elementary School were conducted in January, 2008.  The primary 
deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing sidewalks, 
missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting the 
crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.   
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Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
There are multiple traffic lights in the immediate area, particularly along the major roads and 
at the entrance of the school on 8th Street and 6th Avenue.  All other signals are on the section-
line and half-section line roads particularly along US-1, and 320th Street.  About 20 signals 
are currently located within the attendance boundary.  Some sidewalks exist in the area, but 
there are many gaps.  Those that do exist, generally not connected across streets by painted 
crosswalks, or connected to streets by ADA sidewalk extensions. Signage, lighting and 
striping does exist directly surrounding the school. 
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for Saunders Elementary School. The map in the next 
section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway and traffic 
improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
 

From To
6th Street 10 Ave 6 Ave Install Sidewalk along entire block 1157' , North side 1157 LF 91,750.00

Install Sidewalk between 10 Ave and 8 Ave, 645' , South side 645 LF 51,150.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 9 Ave intersection (North side - 80') 80 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 8 Ave intersection (North side - 74') 74 LF 250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 7 Ave intersection (North side - 60') 60 LF 200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 6 Terr intersection (North side - 70') 70 LF 250.00

12th Street 9 Ave 7 Ct Install Sidewalk between 8 Ave and 9 Ave, 599', South side 599 LF 47,500.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 8 Ave intersection (South side-80') 80 LF 250.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 12 St / 8 Ave intersection (SE - 10') 10 LF 800.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 7 Ct intersection (East side-60', West side - 60', North side - 60') 180 LF 550.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 12 St / 7 Ct intersection (NE - 17', NW 10') 27 LF 2,150.00

7th Court 12 St 14 St No Improvements Needed 61 LF 4,850.00
14th Street 7 Ct 6 Ave Install Sidewalk between 7 Ave and 6 Ct, 450', South side 450 LF 35,700.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across the 6 Ct intersection (South side-34', North side 46', East side - 44', West 
side - 40') 164 LF 13,000.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 16 St / 6 Ct intersection (NW - 10') 10 LF 800.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 6 Ave intersection (South side-74',North side - 74') 148 LF 450.00

6th Street 14 St Lucy St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 15 St intersection ( West side - 60') 60 LF 200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 16 St intersection ( West side - 60') 60 LF 200.00

5th Street 2 Ave 4 Ave Install Painted Crosswalk across the 2 Terr intersection ( South side-60') 60 LF 200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 3 Ave intersection ( South side-50') 50 LF 150.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 3Terr intersection ( South side-60') 60 LF 200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 4 Ave intersection (North side - 62', South side-50', East side - 60', 
West side - 64') 236 LF 700.00

4th Avenue 5 St Lucy St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 6th Ave intersection ( East side - 72', West side-68') 140 LF 450.00
Install Sidewalk between 6 St and 6 Ct, 105', West side 105 LF 8,350.00
Install Sidewalk between 6 St and 6 Ct, 72', East side 72 LF 5,750.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 6th Ct intersection (West side-56') 56 LF 200.00
Install Sidewalk between 7 St and 7 Ct, 247', East side 247 LF 19,600.00

6th Avenue 3 St 8 St Install High Visibility Crosswalk across 6th St intersection (North side - 35') 35 LF 700.00
Install High Visibility Crosswalk across 8th St intersection (North side - 54', South side - 44', East side - 
35', West side - 38') 171 LF 3,400.00

8th Street 6 Ave School Ent No Improvements Needed LF 0.00
5th Court 9 St Lucy St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 9 St intersection (West side - 72', East side - 80') 152 LF 450.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across the 10 St intersection (West side - 70', East side - 72') 142 LF 450.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 11 St intersection (West side - 68', East side - 72') 140 LF 450.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 12 St intersection (West side - 61', East side - 72', North side 72', 
South side - 68') 273 LF 850.00

Sidewalk, West side 1210 LF 95,950.00
Sidewalk, East side 1612 LF 127,800.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 13 St intersection (West side - 54', East side - 54') 108 LF 350.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 14 St intersection (West side - 70', East side - 76') 146 LF 450.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 15 St intersection (West side - 90', East side - 82') 172 LF 550.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 16 St intersection (West side - 80', East side - 82') 162 LF 500.00
Install High Visibility Crosswalk across the Lucy St intersection (South side - 46') 46 LF 950.00

518,750.00
103,750.00

51,875.00
51,875.00

726,250.00

Note:
1. All sidewalk widths are 6 feet wide unless stated otherwise.
2. Abbreviations:

Qty = Quantity
AS = Assembly
LF = Linear Feet

Road 
Segment

Recommended Improvement Qty

Opinion of Total Costs

Table  7:
Saunders Elementary School 

Opinion of Probable Costs

Preliminary Costs
Contingency  (20%)
Mobilization (10%)
Maintenance of Traffic (10%)

Unit Cost
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for South Miami Heights Elementary School were developed based on 
guidelines contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the 
Miami-Dade MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in 
developing safe routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The approach to the report and application of this project was to focus on 
providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   
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3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: South Miami Heights Elementary School 
Address: 12231 SW 190th Terrace, Miami, FL 33177 
Enrollment: --- students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride =  
• Private Car =  
• Buses =  
 

 
South Miami Heights Elementary School, Site and Location Maps 
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4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and if appropriate, PTA chairperson to further explain the study and determine 
how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed throughout 
PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member in the district 
and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when possible met 
with to explain the project.   
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SAMPLE LETTER: 
 
Dr. Maria D. Pabellon 
Principal  
South Miami Heights Elementary School 
12231 SW 190th Terrace 
Miami, FL 33177 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Pabellon, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes to School” study for several 
schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project team available to you to answer any 
questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you and subsequently the PTSA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the identification of a 
safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend infrastructure improvements and cost 
estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental 
considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal and PTSA to 
survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to school.  It stems 
from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid highway funds to State 
governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public Schools, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of Miami Miller School Of 
Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team (MDCPS CTST) 
for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local municipal police and 
municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

 
The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation and modified as 
necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify preliminary safe routes.  If 
deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates 
for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the State will be prepared for each school so that the 
improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a meeting at your 
convenience. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
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5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004.  Fifteen crashes 
involving juveniles, two of which were fatalities have occurred in the attendance boundary of 
the past several years.  The bulk of these crashes occurred interior to the neighborhoods on 
local streets.  The crashes are well distributed throughout the area, yet sidewalks are 
prevalent.  In 2000, there was a low of 1 injury and no fatalities in the area.  In 2001 there was 
a high of 5 injuries and one fatality in the area.  Only one crash occurred in close proximity to 
the school.  All fatalities most crashes have occurred at intersections.  The following tables 
and map detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
 

From To Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries
70709172 5/29/2000 12045 SW 187TH TER int 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
72393406 0 19355 SW 114TH AVE int 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
73288505 1041992 SW 127TH AVE  &  SW 187TH ST int 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
73957949 5231996 SW 192ND TER  &  SW 120TH AVE int 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
75640401 1012003 18852 SW 117TH AVE int 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
70848457 0 11501 SW 186TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
555432820 1031998 SW 113TH AVE  &  SW 188TH ST int 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
571361540 9091990 SW 190TH ST  &  SW 113TH PL int 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
592146330 5091996 SW 133RD CT  &  SW 187TH ST int 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
592159960 11241994 SW 188TH TER  &  SW 123RD AVE int 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
593331240 0 SW 117TH AVE  &  SW 189TH ST int 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
612038330 0 SW 186TH ST  &  SW 119TH AVE int 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
612654810 0 SW 184TH ST  &  SW 113RD AVE int 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
585655720 5311991 SW 189TH ST  &  SW 125TH AVE int 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
592611990 0 Quail Roost DR  &  NW 122nd AVE int 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 1 2 5 0 1 0 6 2 13

TOTAL

TOTAL

South Miami Heights Elementary

Case Number Pedestrian 
Date of Birth Road Name Segment 2000

Juveniles
2001 2003 2004

Juveniles Juveniles Juveniles
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, and the Principal.  The main goal was to explain the project, its process, the intended 
results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the parents, students and 
teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was distributed by the School PTA 
to the children, to be filled out by the parents and returned to the teacher.  Below is a sample 
survey form. 

 
In  a n  effort to  im prove stud en t sa fety  in  a n d  a roun d o ur sch ools , th e M ia m i-D a d e C oun ty  M etropolita n  
P la n n in g  O rg a n iza tion , in  co lla b ora tion  w ith  M ia m i-D a d e C ou n ty  P ub lic  S ch ools a n d  oth er g overn m en ta l 
a gen cies, is lo ok in g  for  w a ys to  redu ce th e am ou nt and  speed  of ca rs, im prove w alkin g  an d  b icyclin g  
condition s a nd  encourage enforcem ent a n d  safety  ed ucatio n  p rogra m s. P lea se h elp  us by  p rovid in g  your  
opin ion s to  th e  fo llow in g  q uestion s. 
 
1. W h at g rad e is y ou r ch ild  in ? _ _ _  
 
2 . A pp roxim a tely  how  fa r  d oes your child  tra vel to  sch ool?  
_ _  ½  m ile  or less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile  _ _  b etw een  1 to  2  m iles _ _  over 2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  do es yo ur child  u su a lly  travel to  a n d  from  school: (p ut a  check  in  the a p propriate  b ox) 
A rriva l D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icycle 
c . ca r 
d . scho ol b us 
e. priva te b u s 
f. c ity  b us 
g . other (p lea se exp la in )_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W h ich  of the fo llow in g  fa ctors w ou ld  in flu ence y ou r dec ision  to  a llow  your child  to  w a lk  or b icycle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S(Y ) or N O (N ). 
a . Schoo ls pro vided  w a lk in g  a n d  b icy clin g  route m a ps to  pa ren ts a n d  studen ts. Y  N  
b . A dd itio n a l crossin g  g ua rds w ere provid ed  a t b usy  in tersection s. Y  N  
c. T here w ere  con tin uou s sid ew a lks or b ik e pa th s from  m y n eig hb orhood  to  th e scho ol. Y  N  
d . B icycle/pedestr ian  pathw a y s sep ara ted  from  traffic. Y  N  
e. T h ere w ere few er ca rs a rou n d w here ch ildren  a re w a lk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. Sp eed  lim its w ere strictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zon es. Y  N  
g . Schoo l sp eed  zon es w ere m a rk ed  w ith  fla shin g  sig n a ls. Y  N  
h . T here  w a s b etter street lig h tin g  a lo n g  rou tes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter presen ce of p olice officers a n d  sa fety  m o n itors a lon g  sa fe rou tes. Y  N  
j. D esig n a ted  sa fe  route s ig n s a lon g  sa fe rou te pa th s a t child ren ’s ey e lev el. Y  N  
k . T here w ere pa in ted  footstep s desig n a tin g  sa fe routes a lo n g  sid ew a lk s. Y  N  
 
5 . P lease iden tify  spec ific sa fety  p rob lem s of co n cern  to  y ou  in  your n eig hb orhood or  a rou n d y ou r ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b roken  sid ew alk s, dan gerou s street crossin gs, cr im e area s, ra ilroa d crossin g , h igh-sp eed  
vehic les) and  in dica te  th eir  loca tion s. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 . P lea se w rite d ow n  any  a ddition al fa ctors tha t m ig ht in flu ence y o ur decis ion  to  let your  child  w a lk  or 
b icy cle to  schoo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T h a n k  you  for y ou r pa rticipa tion . P lea se retu rn  this  survey  to  your child ’s tea ch er.  
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6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The South Miami Heights Elementary School boundary is an irregularly shaped area bound 
on the north by 184th Street, on the west by 137th Avenue on the south by the canal and then 
200th Street.  The south eastern boundary is Quail Roost Road which moves northeast and 
meets with 117th Ave.  The boundary follows 117th Avenue south to 196th Street to 114th 
Avenue.  This boarder moves north along 114th Avenue to 190th Street which meets the 
Turnpike.  The boundary then follows the Turnpike back to 184th Street.  The enter area is 
within the two mile boundary.   
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6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is almost totally single family residential. Little new development 
is expected in the area.  The area is relatively urban and an excellent opportunity to entice 
student to walk to school.   
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Safe Routes in the area have been planned on 
predominantly local streets, with low speed limits.  The transportation network in the area is 
characterized as suburban, typified by interior residential streets on a grid pattern, framed by 
higher traffic collectors on County Section Line and Half-Section Line Roads.   
 
 

From To
186th Street 113 Ave 118 Ave Local 30 Low Yes
118th Avenue 186 St 189 St Local 30 Low No
189th Street 118 Ave 122 Ave Local 30 Low No
122nd Avenue 189 St School Ent Arterial 30 Mod No
120th Avenue 184 St 189 St Local 30 Low No
124th Avenue 184 St 189 St Local 30 Low No
129th Avenue 184 St 187 Terr Local 30 Low No
187th Terrace 129 Ave 127 Ave Local 30 Low No
127th Avenue 187 Terr 189 St Arterial 45 Low No
189th Street 127 Ave School Ent Local 30 Low No
192nd Terrace Quail Roost Rd 122 Ave Local 30 Low Yes
122nd Avenue 192 Terr School Ent Arterial 30 Mod Yes
196th Street 130 Ave Rd 127 Ave Local 30 Low No
127th Avenue 196 St 195 Terr Arterial 45 Mod No
195th Terrace 127 Ave 124 Ave Local 30 Low No
124th Avenue 195 Terr 194 St Local 30 Low No
194th Street 124 Ave 123 Ave Local 30 Low No
123rd Avenue 194 St 190 Terr Local 30 Low Yes
190th Terrace 123 Ave 122 Ave Local 30 Low No
*   For road segments where AADT was not readily available, traffic volume was assessed as low, moderate, heavy based on field observations

**  Total pedestrian and bicycle crashes, 2000 - 2004

Table   6.4                                                                                                                                 
South Miami Heights Elementary School                                                                                       
Roadway Characteristics

AADT*
Bike and Ped 

Crashes**
Segment

Road Facility Type Speed Limit

 
 
 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for South Miami Heights Elementary School were conducted in January, 2008.  
The primary deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing 
sidewalks, missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting 
the crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.   
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Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
Roadways in the study area are typically local residential streets.  Collector roads run through 
the area, providing vehicular access to and through the community.  There are multiple traffic 
lights in the immediate area, particularly along the major roads such as 184th Avenue, Quail 
Roost Road and at the entrance of the school on 122nd Avenue.  All other signals are on the 
section-line and half-section line roads particularly along US-1, and 320th Street.  About 22 
signals are currently located within the attendance boundary.  The area is typified by an ample 
pedestrian network.  Often these sidewalks are not linked to one another by crosswalks or 
ADA sidewalks extensions.  The addition of these amenities would be beneficial.  Pedestrian 
crossing signals and signage are provided around the school in appropriate locations.   
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for South Miami Heights Elementary School. The map 
in the next section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway 
and traffic improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
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From To
186th Street 113 Ave 118 Ave Install Painted Crosswalk across the 113 Ave intersection (North side - 80', South side - 80') 160 LF 500.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 186 St / 113 Ave intersection (NE - 18', NW - 18', SE - 10', SW - 17') 63 LF 5,000.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 115 Ave intersection (North side - 74', South side - 80') 154 LF 500.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 186 St / 115 Ave intersection (NE - 13', NW - 11', SE - 13', SW - 13') 50 LF 4,000.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 117 Ave intersection (North side - 76', South side - 94') 170 LF 550.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 186 St / 117 Ave intersection (NW - 42', SW - 16') 58 LF 4,600.00
Install Sidewalk, East of 117 Ave to corner, North Side 34 LF 2,700.00
Install Sidewalk, East of 117 Ave to corner, South Side 34 LF 2,700.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the118 Ave intersection (North side - 80', South side - 80', East side - 
80', West side - 80') 320 LF 950.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 186 St / 118 Ave intersection (NE - 14', NW - 15', SE - 17', SW - 17') 63 LF 200.00
118th Avenue 186 St 189 St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 187 St intersection (East side - 84', West side - 90') 174 LF 550.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 118 Ave / 187 St intersection (NE - 15', NW - 16', SE - 17', SW - 16') 64 LF 5,100.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 187 Terr intersection (East side - 88', West side - 90') 178 LF 550.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 118 Ave / 187 Terr intersection (NE - 15', NW - 16', SE - 17', SW - 16') 64 LF 5,100.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 188 St intersection (East side - 88', West side - 90') 178 LF 550.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 118 Ave / 188 St intersection (NE - 13', NW - 13', SE - 13', SW - 15') 54 LF 4,300.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 188 Terr intersection (East side - 80', West side - 82') 162 LF 500.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 118 Ave / 188 Terr intersection (NE - 12', NW - 14', SE - 15', SW - 14') 55 LF 4,400.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 189 St intersection (East side - 86', West side - 90', North side - 
56', South side - 60') 292 LF 900.00

189th Street 118 Ave 122 Ave Install Painted Crosswalk across the 119 Ave intersection (North side - 72', South side - 76') 146 LF 450.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 120 Ave intersection (North side - 52') 52 LF 200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 120 Ct intersection (South side - 58') 58 LF 200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 121 Ave intersection (South side - 88') 88 LF 300.00

122nd Avenue 189 St School Ent No Improvements Needed 74 LF 250.00
120th Avenue 184 St 189 St Install Painted Crosswalk across the185 St intersection (East side - 76', West side - 90') 186 LF 550.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 120 Ave / 185 St intersection (NE - 9', NW - 10', SE - 17', SW - 17') 53 LF 4,250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the185 Terr intersection (East side - 80', West side - 70') 150 LF 450.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 120 Ave / 185 Terr intersection (NE - 17', NW - 17', SE - 17', SW - 18') 69 LF 5,500.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the186 St intersection (East side - 82', West side - 84') 166 LF 500.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 120 Ave / 186 St intersection (NE - 16', NW - 17', SE - 16', SW - 17') 66 LF 5,250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the187 St intersection (East side - 80', West side - 80') 160 LF 500.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 120 Ave / 187 St intersection (NE - 17', NW - 17', SE - 16', SW - 18') 68 LF 5,400.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 187 Terr intersection (East side - 80', West side - 84') 164 LF 500.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 120 Ave / 187 Terr intersection (NE - 16', NW - 16', SE - 16', SW - 18') 66 LF 5,250.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the188 St intersection (East side - 80', West side - 82') 162 LF 500.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 120 Ave / 188 St intersection (NE - 13', NW - 13', SE - 14', SW - 12') 52 LF 4,150.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 188 Terr intersection (East side - 90', West side - 90') 189 LF 600.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 120 Ave / 188 Terr intersection (NE - 12', NW - 13', SE - 14', SW - 13') 52 LF 4,150.00

124th Avenue 184 St 189 St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 185 St intersection (East side - 86', West side - 86') 172 LF 550.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 124 Ave / 185 St intersection (NE - 15', NW - 16', SE - 15', SW - 18') 63 LF 5,000.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the185 Terr intersection (East side - 92', West side - 94') 186 LF 550.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 124 Ave / 185 Terr intersection (NE - 17', NW - 14', SE - 14', SW - 10') 55 LF 4,400.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the186 St intersection (West side - 86') 86 LF 300.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 124 Ave / 186 St intersection (NW - 8', SW - 9') 17 LF 1,350.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the187 St intersection (West side - 94') 94 LF 300.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 124 Ave / 187 St intersection (NW - 6',  SW - 9') 15 LF 1,200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the187 Terr intersection (East side - 80', West side - 84') 164 LF 500.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 124 Ave / 187 Terr intersection (NE - 12', NW - 11', SE - 15') 38 LF 3,050.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the188 St intersection (East side - 72', West side - 94') 166 LF 500.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 124 Ave / 188 St intersection (NE - 11', NW - 13', SE - 12', SW - 15') 51 LF 4,050.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the188 Terr intersection (East side - 84', West side - 94') 178 LF 550.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 124 Ave / 188 Terr intersection (NE - 13', NW - 13', SE - 13', SW - 13') 52 LF 4,150.00

129th Avenue 184 St 187 Terr Install Sidewalk, whole length of segment, East side 1310 LF 103,850.00
Install Sidewalk, whole length of segment, West side 1310 LF 103,850.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 185 Terr intersection (West side - 100') 100 LF 300.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 186 Terr  intersection (West side - 90') 90 LF 300.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the187 St  intersection (East side - 90', West side - 74') 164 LF 500.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the187 Terr  intersection (East side - 84',North side - 64') 148 LF 450.00

187th Terrace 129 Ave 127 Ave Install Sidewalk, whole length of segment, North side 1287 LF 102,050.00
Install Sidewalk, whole length of segment, South side 1236 LF 98,000.00

127th Avenue 187 Terr 189 St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 187 Terr intersection (West side-82') 82 LF 250.00
Install Sidewalk, between 187 Terr and 188 St, West side 340 LF 26,950.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 188 St intersection (East side - 102', West side-46') 148 LF 450.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 188 Terr  intersection (East side - 60') 60 LF 200.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 189 St intersection (East side-56', West side - 82', North side - 
112', South side - 44') 294 LF 900.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 127 Ave / 188 St intersection (NW - 14', SW - 18') 32 LF 2,550.00
189th Street 127 Ave School Ent Install Painted Crosswalk across the 125 Ave intersection (North side - 90', South side - 90') 180 LF 550.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across the 124 Ave intersection (North side - 96', South side - 110') 206 LF 650.00

192nd Terrace Quail Roost Rd 122 Ave Install Painted Crosswalk across the 122 Ave intersection (South side - 122', East side-62', West side - 
66', North side - 130') 380 LF 1,150.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 192 Terr / 120 Ave intersection (SE - 10', SW 10') 20 LF 1,600.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 120 Ave  intersection (South side - 70') 70 LF 250.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 192 Terr / 121 Ave intersection (SE - 10', SW 10') 20 LF 1,600.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 121 Ave  intersection (South side - 73') 73 LF 250.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 192 Terr / 121 Ct intersection (SE - 10', SW 10') 20 LF 1,600.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 121 Ct  intersection (South side - 76') 76 LF 250.00

122nd Avenue 192 Terr School Ent Install Painted Crosswalk across the 191 Terr intersection (South side - 100', East side-100', West 
side - 108', North side - 72') 380 LF 1,150.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across the 191 St intersection (West side - 88') 88 LF 300.00
196th Street 130 Ave Rd 127 Ave Install Sidewalk between 129 Ct and 127 Ave, North side 1475 LF 116,950.00

Install Sidewalk between 129 Ct and 127 Ave, South side 1219 LF 96,650.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 130 Ave intersection (North side -50', South side - 50', East side - 
50', West side - 50') 200 LF 600.00

Install Painted Crosswalk across the 129 Ct intersection (North side -80') 50 LF 150.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 129 Ave intersection (North side -70', South side - 60') 130 LF 400.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 128 Ct intersection (North side -74', South side - 62') 136 LF 450.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 128 Ave intersection (North side -74', South side - 74') 148 LF 450.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 127 Ct intersection (North side -92', South side - 80') 172 LF 550.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 127 Ave intersection (North side -62', West side - 64') 126 LF 400.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 196 St / 127 Ave  intersection (NE - 25') 25 LF 2,000.00

127th Avenue 196 St 195 Terr Install Painted Crosswalk across the 195 Terr intersection (East side - 100') 100 LF 300.00
195th Terrace 127 Ave 124 Ave Install Sidewalk, whole length of segment, North side 1195 LF 94,750.00

Install Sidewalk, whole length of segment, South side 1262 LF 100,050.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 124 Ave intersection (East side - 54') 54 LF 200.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 195 Terr / 124 Ave  intersection (NE - 7') 7 LF 600.00

124th Avenue 195 Terr 194 St Install Painted Crosswalk across the 194 Terr intersection (East side - 64') 64 LF 200.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 124 Ave - 194 Terr  intersection (NE - 20', SE - 23') 43 LF 3,450.00

194th Street 124 Ave 123 Ave Install Painted Crosswalk across the 124 Ave intersection (North side - 72', East side - 64') 136 LF 450.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 194 Terr  / 124 Ave intersection (NE - 10',NW - 17', SE - 8') 35 LF 2,800.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 123 Ave intersection (North side - 76 , East side - 60 , West side - 
60') 196 LF 600.00
Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 194 Terr  / 123 Ave intersection (NE - 10',NW - 11') 21 LF 100.00

123rd Avenue 194 St 190 Terr Install Painted Crosswalk across the 191 Terr intersection (North side - 72', South side - 72', East side -
101', West side 80') 325 LF 1,000.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 123 Ave / 191 Terr  intersection (NE - 16',NW - 15', SE - 15', SW - 15') 61 LF 4,850.00
Install Painted Crosswalk across the 191 St intersection (North side - 78', South side - 81', East side - 
94', West side 90') 343 LF 1,050.00

Install Sidewalk Extensions @ 123 Ave / 191 St  intersection (NE - 16',NW - 15', SE - 15', SW - 16') 62 LF 4,950.00
190th Terrace 123 Ave 122 Ave No Improvements Needed  -  - 

447,400.00
89,480.00
44,740.00
44,740.00

626,360.00

Note:
1. All sidewalk widths are 6 feet wide unless stated otherwise.
2. Abbreviations:

Qty = Quantity
AS = Assembly
LF = Linear Feet

Contingency  (20%)
Mobilization (10%)
Maintenance of Traffic (10%)

Opinion of Total Costs

Table  7:
South Miami Heights Elementary School 

Opinion of Probable Costs

Preliminary Costs

Unit CostRoad 
Segment

Recommended Improvement Qty
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Safe Routes to School is a federally mandated program emerging from the latest Federal 
transportation authorization, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Equity Act, a 
Legacy for Users (SAFTEA-LU).  It is an effort to create a more favorable environment for 
non-motorized transportation to and from local schools.  To complete such a study necessarily 
involves cooperation of multiple agencies and local jurisdictions as well as technical review 
of several factors influencing transportation and behavior.  In initiating the study, an 
examination of crash data was undertaken as the primary criteria for the Traffic Safety Team 
to select the schools for study.   Each school was contacted and met with to determine their 
individual needs.  Extensive site visits were undertaken to collect relevant data and examine 
existing conditions.  Safe Routes were recommended, as were projects along those routes to 
make them adequate for pedestrian and bicycle travel.  A cost estimate was provided for each 
project.  Ultimately an application for each school will be submitted in an effort to attain 
funds for the needed improvements.   
 
 
2.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SAFE ROUTES 
 
Safe Routes to School for West Homestead School were developed based on guidelines 
contained in the Safe Routes to School, Procedure Manual developed by the Miami-Dade 
MPO in 2005. Several additional reference sources also provided guidance in developing safe 
routes for the project school. Notable among these were: 

• National Center for Safe Routes to School: http://www.saferouteroutesinfo.org/ 
• Federal Highway Safe Routes to School: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/ 

 
Site visits were taken to evaluate the conditions.  Field measurements were verified through 
aerial photography.  The approach to the report and application of this project was to focus on 
providing access to and from all four cardinal directions in the immediate school area.  
Priority was given to providing route densities close to the schools, within the ½ mile radius, 
which is most conducive to walking.  Route density decreases as distance from the school 
increases. Routes central to residential areas were preferred. 
 
Notification at all levels was provided on this project.  Each pertinent county commissioner 
was notified and met with if possible, as was the presiding School Board Member.  Letters 
were mailed to, and meetings were subsequently held with, the school principal and other key 
staff members to further develop and refine the proposed Safe Routes program. Input was also 
gained from the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the project steering committee that 
included representatives from the MPO, FDOT, the School Board and the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Preliminary Safe Routes were developed for the project school based on reviews of several 
planning factors including examination of the school boundary, aerial photography, existing 
and future land uses, crash data (particularly involving juveniles), roadway characteristics as 
examined through site reconnaissance, observed or counted traffic volumes, posted speed 
limits, and the location of traffic control devices.   
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3.0 SCHOOL DATA 
 
Name: West Homestead School 
Address: 1550 SW 6th Street, Homestead, FL 33030 
Enrollment: --- students (School year 2007 to 2008) 
School Attendance Boundary: Shown in Site Map  
Estimated mode split for transportation to/from school (based on interviews with school officials): 
• Walk/Ride =  
• Private Car =  
• Buses =  
 

 
West Homestead School, Site and Location Maps 
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4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION  
 
This aspect of the project consisted of a technical review of a variety of information and a 
coordination with the project management team and the individual schools.  Subject schools 
were determined by a project committee consisting of MDCPW, MDCPS, FDOT and MPO.  
The schools were provided to The Corradino Group for review and research.  At several times 
during the project, The Corradino Group reported back to the project committee and the 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team. 
 
4.1 Technical Review 
An extensive technical review was undertaken, including a review of accident data, and a 
review of existing traffic counts.  Additionally site visits were performed and each route was 
physically examined, its deficiencies were identified and measured, and estimates of probable 
costs were provided.  A full map series has been produced including the suggested Safe 
Routes, the existing land use, and the existing traffic control devices in the study area. 
 
4.2 Distribution Mailing List 
Each school principal was contacted by mail and by telephone.  Meetings were held between 
each principal and if appropriate, PTA chairperson to further explain the study and determine 
how best to distribute the mode preference survey.  These surveys were distributed throughout 
PTA and incorporated into the analysis.  Additionally the School Board Member in the district 
and each of the two County Commissioners were contacted by mail and when possible met 
with to explain the project.   
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SAMPLE LETTER: 
 
Prudence M Ingraham 
Principal  
West Homestead School 
1550 SW 6th Street 
Homestead, FL 33030 
 
RE: Safe Routes to School Program in District 9 
 
Principal Ingraham, 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of The Metropolitan Planning Organization, who is working in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, Miami-Dade Public Works, and the Miami Dade Public Schools is conducting a “Safe Routes to School” study for several 
schools in your district.  This letter is to make you aware of the program, and make the project team available to you to answer any 
questions.  We will be calling to see if we can set up an appointment to meet with you and subsequently the PTSA chairperson.   
 
The purpose of this project is to prepare Safe Routes to School plans for ten elementary schools.  The product will be the identification of a 
safe route within the school attendance boundary of each school.  The result will be to recommend infrastructure improvements and cost 
estimates for each route. These improvements will be focused on improving safety, reducing traffic conflicts, and mitigating environmental 
considerations.   
 
Collecting data and working with the individual schools is integral to this effort.  We hope to interact with you as principal and PTSA to 
survey the parents and students concerning their attitudes about walking or biking to school.   
 
The Safe Routes to School Program is a national program that was developed to encourage children to walk and bicycle to school.  It stems 
from a latest Federal Transportation Authorization, which will contribute over $600 million in Federal-aid highway funds to State 
governments before the end of 2009.   
 
A Study Committee has been formed consisting of individuals from the Miami Dade MPO, the Miami Dade County Public Schools, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, Miami Dade County Pubic Works Department, and the University Of Miami Miller School Of 
Medicine’s WalkSafe Program.  Ten schools have been selected for study.   
 
Throughout the project we will be interacting with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Traffic Safety Team (MDCPS CTST) 
for interagency coordination.   
 
To do this correctly it is important to coordinate at the school level with each schools principal, PTSA, as well as local municipal police and 
municipal public works department, as necessary.    A project mailing list has been developed for each school.  
We will collect and map a series of data on a Geographic Information System database.  The information we are looking for includes:   

• mode split and attitudinal information,  
• current school attendance boundary 
• roadway facilities data 
• pedestrian facilities data 
• traffic controls and devices 
• existing and proposed land use 
• traffic volumes 
• pedestrian crash data 

 
The attitude information will be collected through a survey.  The roadway facility data will be verified by field investigation and modified as 
necessary.  Site assessments will be made to verify existing data, obtain other relevant data and identify preliminary safe routes.  If 
deficiencies are identified, a list of recommended improvements will be prepared to the safe route and intersection crossings.  Cost estimates 
for each improvement will be provided.    Finally a funding application to the State will be prepared for each school so that the 
improvements may be moved toward implementation.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this effort.  Again, we will be calling to set up a meeting at your 
convenience. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph M. Corradino, AICP 
The Corradino Group 
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5.0 CRASH HISTORY 
 
Integral to selecting each school for study was an examination of the pedestrian and bicycle 
crashes reported in the two mile radius of the schools attendance boundary for the previous 
several years.  This data was collected through the MPO as reported to Miami-Dade County 
during the time frame.  The analysis identified fatal crashes, injury crashes and juvenile 
crashes. 
 
Crash data for this study was collected for the years 2000 through 2004.  Ten crashes 
involving juveniles, none of which were fatalities have occurred in the attendance boundary 
of the past several years.  The bulk of these crashes occurred interior to the neighborhoods on 
local streets.  Only two occurred in close proximity to the school.  The crashes are well 
distributed throughout the eastern portion of the area, yet sidewalks are prevalent.  In 2002, 
there was a low of one injury and no fatalities in the area.  In 2001 there was a high of four 
injuries in the area.  The vast majority of crashes have occurred at intersections further 
leading to the need for crosswalks and sidewalk extensions.  The following tables and map 
detail the data.    
 
Based on the field reviews that were conducted for this study recommended improvements 
were developed to address roadway and traffic deficiencies that would enhance overall safety 
conditions for pedestrian and bicycle traffic using the proposed safe routes. 
 
 

From To Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries
72131179 N KROME AVE  &  NE 9TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
72433541 NE 11TH ST  &  NE 5TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
72434191 7301998 NW 8TH AVE  &  W MOWRY ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
72133156 8031985 NE 8TH ST  &  NE 2ND AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72133555 NW 1ST ST  &  NW 1ST AVE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
72420721 8131993 SW 6TH ST  &  SW 187TH AVE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
72433831 10081984 305 NW 2ND AVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
70415720 4011982 ALTON RD ON   &   DADE BLVD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72130212 1011983 196 W MOWRY ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72134395 NW 8TH ST  &  NW 2ND AVE 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
72134611 10222000 1585 SW 4TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
72134798 9141998 4500 NE 8TH ST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

562892140 11261997 NE 2ND AVE  &  NE 9TH CT 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
596511490 10131997 NW 5TH AVE  &  NW 2ND ST 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
596514140 N KROME AVE  &  NE 4TH ST 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
596520930 S HOMESTEAD BLVD  &  E MOWRY DR 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
562892570 S Homestead BLVD  &  E Mowry DR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 4 0 1 0 2 0 3 0 10

TOTAL

Intersection

TOTAL

Intersection
Intersection
Intersection
Intersection

2003 2004

West Homestead Elementary

Case Number Pedestrian 
Date of Birth Road Name Segment

Intersection
Intersection

2001 2002
Juveniles

Intersection

Intersection

Intersection

Juveniles

Intersection
Intersection
Intersection

Juveniles Juveniles
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6.0 ROUTE DEFICIENCY IDENTIFICATION / FIELD REVIEW 
 
In this task the school survey is reviewed, and the boundaries are explained and mapped.  
Additionally, the existing facilities have been inventoried through site visits, aerial 
photography review and other means of data collection.  These facilities included roadway 
facilities, pedestrian facilities, and traffic control devices.  A base map has been produced, 
and Safe Routes have been identified.   
 
6.1 Survey 
After contact was made with each school principal, meetings were set up between the project 
team, and the Principal.  The main goal was to explain the project, its process, the intended 
results and to determine how best to understand the feelings of the parents, students and 
teachers relative to walking or biking to school.  A survey was distributed by the School PTA 
to the children, to be filled out by the parents and returned to the teacher.  Below is a sample 
survey form. 

 
In  a n  effort to  im prove stud en t sa fety  in  a n d  a roun d o ur sch ools , th e M ia m i-D a d e C oun ty  M etropolita n  
P la n n in g  O rg a n iza tion , in  co lla b ora tion  w ith  M ia m i-D a d e C ou n ty  P ub lic  S ch ools a n d  oth er g overn m en ta l 
a gen cies, is lo ok in g  for  w a ys to  redu ce th e am ou nt and  speed  of ca rs, im prove w alkin g  an d  b icyclin g  
condition s a nd  encourage enforcem ent a n d  safety  ed ucatio n  p rogra m s. P lea se h elp  us by  p rovid in g  your  
opin ion s to  th e  fo llow in g  q uestion s. 
 
1. W h at g rad e is y ou r ch ild  in ? _ _ _  
 
2 . A pp roxim a tely  how  fa r  d oes your child  tra vel to  sch ool?  
_ _  ½  m ile  or less _ _  ½  m ile  to  1 m ile  _ _  b etw een  1 to  2  m iles _ _  over 2  m iles 
 
3 . H ow  do es yo ur child  u su a lly  travel to  a n d  from  school: (p ut a  check  in  the a p propriate  b ox) 
A rriva l D ism issa l 
a . w a lk  
b . b icycle 
c . ca r 
d . scho ol b us 
e. priva te b u s 
f. c ity  b us 
g . other (p lea se exp la in )_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 . W h ich  of the fo llow in g  fa ctors w ou ld  in flu ence y ou r dec ision  to  a llow  your child  to  w a lk  or b icycle to  
schoo l. P lease circle Y E S(Y ) or N O (N ). 
a . Schoo ls pro vided  w a lk in g  a n d  b icy clin g  route m a ps to  pa ren ts a n d  studen ts. Y  N  
b . A dd itio n a l crossin g  g ua rds w ere provid ed  a t b usy  in tersection s. Y  N  
c. T here w ere  con tin uou s sid ew a lks or b ik e pa th s from  m y n eig hb orhood  to  th e scho ol. Y  N  
d . B icycle/pedestr ian  pathw a y s sep ara ted  from  traffic. Y  N  
e. T h ere w ere few er ca rs a rou n d w here ch ildren  a re w a lk in g  to  scho ol. Y  N  
f. Sp eed  lim its w ere strictly  en forced  in  sch ool sp eed  zon es. Y  N  
g . Schoo l sp eed  zon es w ere m a rk ed  w ith  fla shin g  sig n a ls. Y  N  
h . T here  w a s b etter street lig h tin g  a lo n g  rou tes to  sch ool. Y  N  
i. A  g rea ter presen ce of p olice officers a n d  sa fety  m o n itors a lon g  sa fe rou tes. Y  N  
j. D esig n a ted  sa fe  route s ig n s a lon g  sa fe rou te pa th s a t child ren ’s ey e lev el. Y  N  
k . T here w ere pa in ted  footstep s desig n a tin g  sa fe routes a lo n g  sid ew a lk s. Y  N  
 
5 . P lease iden tify  spec ific sa fety  p rob lem s of co n cern  to  y ou  in  your n eig hb orhood or  a rou n d y ou r ch ild ’s 
schoo l (i.e. b roken  sid ew alk s, dan gerou s street crossin gs, cr im e area s, ra ilroa d crossin g , h igh-sp eed  
vehic les) and  in dica te  th eir  loca tion s. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 . P lea se w rite d ow n  any  a ddition al fa ctors tha t m ig ht in flu ence y o ur decis ion  to  let your  child  w a lk  or 
b icy cle to  schoo l: 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
T h a n k  you  for y ou r pa rticipa tion . P lea se retu rn  this  survey  to  your child ’s tea ch er.  



 

10 

6.2 School Zone Boundary 
The West Homestead School boundary is an irregularly shaped area bound on the north by 
11th Street and 8th Street.  The boundary stretches far west outside of a two mile radius.  The 
southern boundary is 336th Street.  The eastern boundary moves north from 336th to Lucy 
Street on 187th Avenue.  It proceeds east on Lucy Street to 11th Avenue, then north on 11th 
Avenue to Mowery Drive.  The bulk of the urbanized portion of the area is within the two 
mile boundary.   
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6.3 Land Use 
Land use in the study area is typified by single family residential, multi-family residential, 
vacant land, light industrial land and agriculture.  The area immediately around the school is 
single family residential and multi family residential.  The north east segment of the 
attendance area is similar, yet to get to the school routs must necessarily cross industrial areas.  
Significant new development can be expected in the western portion of the attendance 
boundary, this will likely cause an increase in the pedestrian crashes due to the introduction of 
pedestrians to an urbanizing environment with few pedestrian facilities.   
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6.4 Existing Roadway Characteristics 
Through site assessments and research of existing data, roadway characteristics have been 
developed for each of the Safe Routes.  Safe Routes in the area have been planned on 
predominantly local streets, with low speed limits.  The transportation network in the area is 
characterized as suburban, typified by interior residential streets on a grid pattern, framed by 
higher traffic collectors on County Section Line and Half-Section Line Roads.   
 
 

 
 
 
6.5 Site Assessment and Inventory of Existing Facilities  
Field reviews for West Homestead School were conducted in January, 2008.  The primary 
deficiencies that were identified along the proposed safe routes were missing sidewalks, 
missing crosswalks and missing ADA accessible sidewalk extensions connecting the 
crosswalk or edge of pavement through the swale to the sidewalk.   
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Roadway Facilities / Pedestrian Facilities / Traffic Controls and Devices  
Roadways in the study area are typically local residential urban streets on the eastern half of 
the attendance area.  West of the school there are few facilities and the roadway network is 
made up of collectors in the form of County Section Line and Half Section Line roads.   These 
collector roads run through the area, providing vehicular access to and through the 
community.  There are multiple traffic lights in on the eastern half of the area.  None exist 
west of the school.  About 29 signals are currently located within the attendance boundary.  
These are mainly on 8th Street and Mowry Drive as well as 187th Avenue and in the US-1 
Area.    The eastern, more urbanized area is typified by an ample pedestrian network.  
Sidewalks exist on most streets, yet there are frequent areas where they do not exist.  Often 
these sidewalks are not linked to one another by crosswalks or ADA sidewalks extensions.  
The addition of these amenities would be beneficial.  Pedestrian crossing signals and signage 
are provided around the school in appropriate locations.  At issue is the need to cross major 
transportation facilities or industrial areas to get to the school. These include Krome Avenue 
or 182nd Avenue.  Pedestrian enhancements are recommended in these areas.  There appears 
to by significant pedestrian activity in the area, probably due to the existing sidewalks and 
residential nature of the neighborhoods surrounding the school. 
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7.0 RECOMMENDED ROUTES and NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Following the process described in Section 2, “Development of Safe Routes”, the 
recommended SRTS were developed for West Homestead School. The map in the next 
section shows the recommended SRTS.  The table below shows pertinent roadway and traffic 
improvements for the road segments along the recommended SRTS. 
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